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During the six months that have passed since the 
Location of Industry Planring Room was transferred 
from the Ministry of Production to the Board of Trade 
building at Millbank, Westminster, it has been visited 
by the representatives of more than 400 firms con- 
templating new factory building or the acquisition of 
space in Government-owned factories 
Estates. 

It will be appreciated that to undertake the duties 
laid upon it under the Distribution of Industry Act, 
the Board of Trade must be in full possession of all the 
relevant facts about industrial location. A first step 
was taken in 1943 when a series of comprehensive 


or on Trading 


reports was made by the Board of Trade covering more 
than 100 different localities. 

The next step was made in the summer of 1944, after 
the publication of the White Paper on “‘ Employment 
Policy.” This was the compilation of a series of 
statistical data about the industrial structure and the 
trend of employment and unemployment in every part 
of the United Kingdom. Whilst the Distribution of 
Industry Act provides for special measures, including 
financial assistance, to be taken for the Development 
Areas—at present the North-East coast, West Cumber- 
land, South Wales and Monmouthshire and the Scottish 
industrial belt—it is highly important for the industria] 
well-being of the country as a whole that the Govern- 
ment should be informed about every locality. 

* 

It was, therefore, a logical step that the Board of 
Trade should take over the Location of Industry 
Planning Room, which had been established early in 
1943 by the Ministry of Production with the object of 
informing the Supply Departments of the most suitable 
areas for setting-up new capacity for munitions pro- 
duction. 

It is the aim of the Planning Room to provide detailed 
information, readily available, about all those factors 


; that have a bearing on the location of new factories, and 
© thus to maintain a central service to industrialists as 
well as to provide information essential for the applica- 
* tion of the Government’s distribution of industry policy. 


As far as possible the information is presented in the 


rvice for British 


form of a panorama of maps and charts relating to 
every part of the country. These 
unemployment in each local office area of the Ministry 
of Labour in the immediate pre-war years and the 


show the degree of 


current labour supply situation. In addition, detailed 
labour statistics are maintained, 


current unemployment, 


recording past and 
the industrial structure and 
types of labour available in all parts of the country. 

Particular attention is paid to the Development Areas 
and four large scale maps show the boundaries of each, 
indicating the sites of the Government-owned factories, 
the position of the Trading Estates, both existing and 
proposed, and the new factory building schemes in 
progress or approved. Pamphlets explain facilities for 
leasing factories in the Development Areas, either on the 
Trading Estates or on individual outside sites selected by 
prospective tenants. 


* 


The Board of Trade is the department responsible for 
the disposal of Government-owned factery and storage 
premises as soon as these are declared surplus to muni- 
tions production. Centralised in the Planning Room are 
full details, including lay-out and plans, of all premises 
becoming available for disposal. Duplicate information 


is kept in the Board’s Regional Offices. 

Information in card-index form is maintained about 
gas, water and electricity supplies, 
and drainage for each locality in the country. 


transport facilities 
Another 
card-index lists geographically the name, address, type 
of industry and size of every factory employing 100 or 
more work-people. Maps indicate the railway, road and 
canal systems of the country and also the statutory areas 
of the electricity supply undertakings. Reference books 
include a collection of industrial guides and handbooks 
issued by local authorities. 

The information in the Planning Room is maintained 
in duplicate both in the form of maps and charts and 
tabulated statistics in the Regional Offices of the Board 
of Trade. With this asa basis, more detailed information 
about local industrial facilities is being built up in each 
region to supplement the work of the Planning Room in 
London. 
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Financial Assistance 
to Industry 


The Treasury announce the appointment of the Committee 
which is to advise them in giving financial assistance to industry 
under the provisions of Section 4 of the Distribution of Industry 
Act, 1945. 

That Section allows the Treasury, in accordance with recom- 
mendations of an Advisory Committee and on certain conditions, 
to make annual grants or loans to industrial undertakings 
which are being carried on or which it is proposed to carry on 
in a Development Area and which are approved by the Board 
of Trade as complying with the requirements of the proper 
distribution of industry. 

The Committee will be known as the “ Development Areas 
Treasury Advisory Committee” and will be constituted as 
follows :—Sir Nigel L. Campbell (Chairman), Mr. Arthur Deakin, 
Mr. Edward de Stein, Mr. William L. Tregoning, Mr. George 
Wansbrough, Sir Cecil M. Weir, with Mr. J. Hyman (of the 
Treasury) as Secretary. 

The work of the Committee will be to examine applications 
and to make recommendations for financial assistance to be 
given by the Treasury to industrial undertakings established or 
to be established in a Development Area, to enable such under- 
takings to raise necessary capital. 

Applications for assistance cannot be entertained unless the 
undertaking has already been approved by the Board of Trade 
as complying with the proper distribution of industry. 

Before recommending that assistance be given by the Treasury, 
the Advisory Committee must be satisfied (1) that there are 
good prospects that the undertaking will ultimately be able to 
be carried on without further assistance under the Section, and 
(2) that the person carrying on the undertaking or proposing 
to do so cannot, for the time being, without the assistance under 
the Section, obtain the capital required for the purposes of the 
undertaking on the requisite terms. 

The assistance given by the Treasury will normally be by 
way of annual grants and it is contemplated that the power to 
make loans (as distinct from grants) will only need to be exercised 
in exceptional circumstances. 

Applications and other enquiries should be addressed as 
follows :— 

(1) As regards approval of the undertaking by the Board of 
Trade to the Assistant Secretary, Control of Factory and Storage 
Premises, Board of Trade, Millbank, London, S.W.1. 

(2) As regards financial assistance to the Secretary of the 
Committee at the Treasury, Great George Street, London, 
8.W.1. 





Coupon Arrangements for Older 
and Outsize Children 


Owing to misunderstandings which have arisen, the Board of 
Trade announce that the arrangements by which children who 
qualify by age or size obtain their extra coupons remain un- 
changed. . 

Applications in respect of children who qualify by age should 
be made before July 31, 1946, at the local Food Office, where a 
supplementary coupon sheet will be issued on presentation of 
the child’s new clothing book. 

Children who qualify by age and size will be measured at 
school during the autumn term and will be given a certificate 
(0.C.4B) which the local Food Office will exchange for extra 
coupons. 

The Citizens’ Advice Bureaux or W.V.S. Offices will answer 
questions. They should not be referred to Food Offices or Post 
Offices. 





Hartlepool’s Trading Estate 


The Director for Trading Estates and an Assistant Secretary 
(Finance) of the Board of Trade have met the Directors of the 
North Eastern Trading Estates Ltd., and approved the layout 
of the Trading Estate as submitted by the Company. Proposed 
civil engineering work has also been approved. 

Negotiations with manufacturers requiring close on 300,000 
sq. ft. of factory space are now in an advanced stage. 


Cotton Industry Approval 
of Working Party 


The President of the Board of Trade met representatives of the 
Federation of Master Cotton Spinners Association and the Post- 
war Reconstruction Committee of the Cotton Board, in Man- 
chester, to discuss the proposals for a working party to make 
recommendations as to the future of the cotton industry. 

Sir Stafford Cripps gave a further explanation of the principles 
upon which the working party should operate and pointed out 
that it would not in any way interfere with the excellent work 
which was being done by the Cotton Board in such matters 
as Utility fabrics, export allocations, care and maintenance 
schemes, design and recruitment and training, and it was his 
hope that all this work for the Board would continue with the 
same keenness and energy as they had shown in the past. 

The cotton industry had not in any way been singled out for 
‘special treatment”? but was one of the most important and 
vital industries of the country and one which the Government 
and the people were anxious to do their utmost to place upon a 
firm and unassailable footing. The President also indicated the 
people it was proposed to ask to serve as chairman and as the 
independent members. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the Post-war Reconstruction 
Committee of the Cotton Board passed a resolution : “ Following 
a discussion with the President of the Board of Trade and after 
further explanations from him, the Post-war Committee recom- 
mend the Cotton Industry to collaborate in the procedure of a 
working party as desired by Sir Stafford Cripps in the hope of 
securing the best possible results for the industry and the 
country.” 

Sir George Schuster has accepted the invitation to become 
chairman of the working party. 





Purchase Tax on Copper 
Domestic Hollow-ware 


The Treasury announce that they have made an Order under 
Section 20 of the Finance (No. 2) Act, 1940, entitled ‘‘ The 
Purchase Tax (Alteration of Rates) (No. 3) Order, 1945,” the 
effect of which is to reduce to 163 per cent. of the wholesale value 
the rate of Purchase Tax chargeable on :— 

Copper hollow-ware of a kind used for domestic purposes 

(other than fancy or ornamental articles). 

The reduced rate applies only to goods which are delivered on 
sale, or appropriated to retail trade or similar purposes, on or 
after October 3, 1945, or, in the case of imported goods, which 
are entered with the Customs or delivered from bonded ware- 
house for home consumption as the case may be, on or after 
October 3, 1945. No rebate of tax can be allowed on goods in 
retail stock already taxed at the basic rate. 

The Order involves the addition to Notice No. 78 at page 26 
of a note to the effect that, as from October 3, 1945, copper 
hollow-ware of the above description is chargeable at the reduced 
rate under Class 9 (a) (i). 





New Hosiery Controller 


Mr. L. Foyster has resigned his appointment as Controller of 
Hosiery with effect from September 30, 1945, in order to parti- 
cipate fully in the management of John Lewis Partnership, of 
which he is a director. His services will be at the disposal of 
the Board of Trade in an advisory capacity after that date. 

The Board of Trade have appointed Mr. C. R. Coleman, at 
present Deputy Controller of Hosiery, to be Controller of Hosiery 
in the place of Mr. Foyster. 





Orderly Release of Factory 
Space 


The Government have appointed Lt.-General Sir W. G. 
Lindsell to secure the orderly release of factory space requisitioned 
for war purposes. This factory space is now urgently required 
for the expansion of home and export trade, and for imple- 
menting the Government’s full employment policy. 

Information about the de-requisitioning of storage space 
should still be obtained from the Control of Storage Premises, 
Board of Trade, Millbank or from the Board’s regional con- 
trollers. 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses 
in August 


August is normally a month of low sales, and this year the 
home trade index of 92 was 14 per cent. below the average for 
the previous twelve months. This is about the average drop for 
war-time conditions, though materially less than was recorded 
before the war. The two main categories of clothing (women’s 
and men’s) showed broadly similar reductions from the previous 
average. Sales of dress materials were again exceptionally 
depressed owing to stock difficulties. 

Compared with a year ago total sales were down by 12 per 
cent. The reason for this is essentially that in 1944 a new set of 
clothes coupons was released at the beginning of August, so 
that public purchases were quite abnormally high in that month, 
and the retailers bought unusually large quantities of goods to 
replenish their stocks. Notwithstanding the later release of 
coupons this year, wholesale sales for January-August have been 4 
per cent. higher than in 1944. This does not necessarily mean, how- 
ever, that the quantity of goods sold this year was higher than last. 

Of the various categories, both the main clothing ones showed 
August sales about 16 per cent. lower than a year ago. Furnish- 
ings recorded an exceptional rise of 53 per cent., which brings 
their increase for the year to date up to 29 per cent. Household 
piece-goods once more showed a significant rise, 16 per cent., 
which is equal to the rise for the earlier months. 

Stocks normally rise between July and August, but this year 
the index fell by 4 points, despite the fact that sales were below 
average. Incoming deliveries were doubtless reduced by the 
V-J holidays. The drop was as much as 8 points for men’s and 
boys’ wear, but a small recovery of 1 point (to 56) was recorded 
for dress materials. 

A comparison with a year ago naturally again shows a sub- 
stantial reduction in stocks, 21 per cent. This is the smallest 
drop recorded for any month this year but, as was pointed out in 
last month’s article, these percentage reductions are virtually 


Index Numbers of 


(Base: Average of 1942 = 100) 


certain to get smaller over the next few months, since the com- 
parison will be with the lower stock figures recorded at the end 
of 1944. 

No important category showed higher stocks than a year ago. 
Dress materials once more showed the biggest reduction (41 per 
cent.). 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1944 




















Sales Stooks at 
Class of Merchandise end of 
August |Januaryto| August 
August 
Household piece-goods... 116-1 115-9 98-0 
Dress materials ... ee Ws 78:7 90-1 59-4 
Women’s and children’s wear... 83-9 104-6 82-0 
Gloves ve age 112-1 98-7 81-0 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... 84-5 103-0 71-9 
Boots and shoes * 91-1 104:9 65-9 
Furnishings 162-8 129-2 73-2 
Fancy departments 98-6 110-1 88-2 
Sports and trave! * 132-5 123-1 117-5 
Miscellaneous 85-2 91-7 907 
Total (including some items not 
allocated to classes) ... : 87-6 | 104-0 78-8 
| 





* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these categories, 
and the figures may not be representative of the trade of the country 
taken as a whole. 

[Note.—To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining 
the method by which these statistics are compiled have been omit- 
ted; it was described in the Board of Trade Journal, February 10.| 


Sales and Stocks * 








































































































Total Home Trade Women’s and Men’s and Boys’ Wear t Piece Goods ft 
Children’s Wear ft (Dress Materials) 
Month | yp ---- —-—|—--—- 
Normal | | | 
seasonal | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 
movement t , j | a ef 
Savzs * 
| j | | j 
January 55 78| 82/ 70; 88| 76] 79] 69| 90} 75] 62] 62] 68 | 96 | 120} 93 | 116 
February ... sey 80 116 | 110 | 121 | 131 | 116 | 108 | 126 | 136 | 119 | 110 | 110 | 1385 | 120 | 119 | 117 | 116 
March ° vee 119 118 | 107 | 124 | 125 |:119 | 108 | 127 | 182 | 118 | 102 | 121 | 122 | 138 | 117 | 120 | 105 
April 109 106 | 104 | 106 | 114 | 109 | 106 | 110 | 118 | 111 | 102 | 101 | 106 111 | 109 | 106 97 
May 106 99 97 | 109 98 97 95) 112 | 102 | 105 99 | 108 91 i 112-| 107 | 117 719 
June 90 104} 79| 85] 92] 104} 75} 88| 95] 100| 80 3 | 87] 107| 97] 96] 78 
July 67 89/ 72| 79) 92| 85; 66; 79] 92; 91] 65; 75; 82] 71 79 | 86] 86 
August 71 90 75 | 106 92 89 77 | 110 93 82 69 | 110 93 85 7 95 75 
September ... 137 103 | 113 | 119 106 | 117 | 124 105 | 113 | 123 91 98 | 97 
October 138 118 | 111 | 127 124 | 115 | 133 115 | 110 | 1382 97 99 | 105 
November ... 122 105 95 | 109 106 92 | 109 110 | 103 | 122 88 79 86 
December ... 106 74 70 17 71 65 rad 69 71 76 ' 84 78 80 
Year 100 100 | 93 | 103 100 | 92 | 106 100 | 91} 101 | 100 | 97 | 100 
Stooxs (at end of month)* 
| | | 
January 96 108 | 112 | 121 | 90] 104] 116] 130 | 96; 113 | 114 | 144] 103 | 108 | 110) 114} 71 
February 107 103 | 111 | 116 | 79] 102] 113} 123 | 82] 111] 119] 143} 89 | 103] 114] 113 | 68 
March 106 98 | 111 | 108 72 98 | 115 | 115 74 | 106 | 119 | 135 82 91 | 113 | 101 54 
April 103 93 | 108 | 103 68 92 | 110 | 106 69 98 | 117 | 127 78 86 | 110; 101 52 
May 99 94/108; 97] 67] 92/111] 99] 67] 92] 119] 122] 7 92 | 107} 93] 48 
June 94 95 | 112 | 103 76 95 | 117 | 105 78 93 | 133 | 127 84 89 | 104 97 55 
July 101 102 | 125} 108 | 82] 104] 133] 114] 88] 97] 143] 129} 90] 104; 116} 97] 55 
August 111 105 | 127} 99] 78] 107] 136] 102} 84; 103 | 147 | 115 2/103 | 120] 94| 56 
September ... 107 105 | 119 88 108 | 126 90 101 | 139 | 101 | 104 117 85 
October 101 99 | 113 80 100 | 119 79 95 | 136 92 104 | 113 79 
November ... 95 96 | 111 80 96 | 118 81 90 | 133 90 108 | 112 79 
December ... 81 102 | 111 | 86 102 | 120] 88 101 | 134} 99 108 | 105 | 78 
Year 100 100 | 114] 99 100 | 119 | 103 100 | 129 | 119 | 100 | 112 | 94 
























































* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both sales and stocks; the figures are not corrected for changes 


in prices. 
t Based on 1985 to 1938 


t Inoluding exports, which form only a small part of the total. 
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Trade in August 


Effect of V-J Holidays 


It is important this month to explain carefully how the figures 
take account of shops being closed for public holidays, since 
both the ordinary Bank holiday and the V-—J holidays fell in 
August. In other respects the method of compiling these 
statistics * is generally known. 

All the figures of sales are based on sales per selling day, not 
per calendar month or per 4-weekly period. Consequently in 
months when there are an abnormal number of public holidays 
the figures tend to appear high, especially in the case of food. 
Broadly speaking the public buys the same amount of food per 
week, especially in these days of rationing, but this trade is 
compressed into a smaller number of selling days, and the daily 
average is raised accordingly. 

If one wants to study the rate at which the public is buying 
goods (or using clothes coupons), the number of days on which 
shops were open is not the appropriate divisor. The ideal 
measure would probably be average sales per week or per 4- 
weekly period, since the calendar month varies in length. Un- 
fortunately statistics of this kind are not available, but it is 
possible to give some rough guidance on the adjustment which 
would be needed to convert to this basis figures calculated on 
sales per selling day. 

* 


Comparison Factors 


For comparisons with August 1944 the only disturbing factor 
is the V-J holiday. If this is taken as equal to two selling days, 
then the published figures should show a rise of about 8 per cent. 
more than an index of weekly sales. This cannot be regarded 
as a precise adjustment, since the practice of the reporting 
shops varied and, in particular, a large number of the food 
shops remained open for parts of the two V-—J days holiday ; 
nevertheless this factor gives some idea of the adjustment to be 
made if one wants to see how sales would compare on a weekly 
basis, though it is rather too great for food. 

For comparing this month’s index number with the average 
for the previous twelve months, the adjustment to a weekly 
basis would have to be rather greater so as to allow for August 

sank holiday as well, since the average number of public holidays 

per month was less than one, even allowing for the V-E holidays, 
Without an elaborate analysis of the practice of ail reporting 
contributors it is not possible to be precise, but probably a factor 
of about 10 per cent. would be needed. A rather larger one 
would be required for comparisons with the July index, since 
that month contained no public holiday at all. 

Adjustments of this type apply to all categories of goods, 
and it is most important that the published figures should not 
be regarded as measuring sales per week or per month. 

A further factor which has to be remembered is that com- 
parisons with August 1944 for all non-food categories are greatly 





* See, for example, the Board of Trade Journal, April 7, 1945 
(page 146). 


influenced by the low level of sales in London during last year’s 
flying-bomb attacks. It is particularly important to remember 
that the very large increases shown for London are mainly due 
to the slump in trade a year ago ; to get a proper impression of 
the activity of trade in London this August it is necessary to 
use the index numbers (making allowance for the selling day 
factor discussed above). : 

Apart from the statistical factors mentioned, the main 
influences on the August figures were much the same as in July, 
Sales of groceries were depressed by the cuts in food rations 
imposed in the early summer and the restricted supplies of 
materials issued to manufacturers of unrationed foodstuffs ; sales 
of apparel were below average because the public’s stock of 
coupons was low at the end of the period; and sales of house. 
hold goods were again at the higher level to which they have 
been raised in recent months. 


Apparel 

The apparel index rose from $2 in July to 99 in August, but 
this paradoxical movement is fully accounted for by the “ selling 
day ” factor described above ; on a weekly basis sales would have 
shown a significant fall. Even on this basis, however, and allowing 
for the release of some of the children’s coupons on August 1, 
sales have been remarkably well maintained in the final month 
of an extended coupon period. 

The surprisingly high level of apparel sales this year, despite 
the extension of the coupon period, can perhaps best be seen 
from the cumulative figures for the seven months February- 
August, which coincides with the coupon period. In terms of 
money these show a rise in sales of about 6 per cent., despite 
the fact that last year August was the first month of the new 
period ; in terms of coupons taken by shops reporting their 
receipts there is a fall of under 2 per cent. 

Two factors make these figures somewhat too favourable; 
the V-E and V-J holidays make the “ selling day ’”” movement 
about 2 to 3 per cent. more favourable than the movement in 
actual sales during the period ; and the flying bombs in June- 
August last year had a depressing effect on London trade which 
is probably over-weighted in the sample. Nevertheless, when 
all allowances are made the trade of the reporting shops has 
maintained itself in a remarkable manner. 

Comparisons between, sales in August 1945 and those a year 
earlier are of very little value. Apart from the complications 
caused by V-J holidays and flying bombs, the comparison is 
between the last month of a coupon period this year and the 
first month of a new one in 1944, so that decreases were inevitable. 

The average amount of money taken per coupon was rather 
lower in August than in any recent month. A reduction is unusual 
at the end of a period, but may be due partly to a higher pro- 
portion of coupons being used for children’s clothing, and also 
to cheap “holiday” purchases. There was a small rise com- 
pared with August 1944, when the figure was low owing to the 
coupon release. 


INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES PER SELLING DAY - AUGUST 1945 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
The figures in italics are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months. 












































Midiands London— 
North North and South Central London— Total, 
Category Scotland East West South of and West Suburban Great 
Wales England End Britain } 
Non-food merchandise... 95 102 95 92 104 121 94 102 
96 (107) 92 (109) 90 (103) 87 (104) 102 (110) | 110 (112) 95 (101) 95 (107) 
Of which :— 
Apparel§ ww. ee 96 97 94 90 103 120 89 99 
93 (108) 88 (106) 89 (103) 81 (102) 93 (107) 110 (119) 82 (97) 92 (107) 
Household goods ||... 91 108 104 105 119 124 127 116 
101 (95) 97 (94) 98 (88) 100 (97) | 122(105) | 107 (91) 135(106) | 110 (96) 
Food and perishables 116 116 118 110 115 129 126 117 
105 (111) 108 (112) 107 (112) 101 (108) 104 (107) 117 (113) 712 (109) 106 (110) 
SulGtse .« - «| es. | m1 107 104 111 122 116 ett 
101(109) | 101(111) | 98 (108) 96 (106) | 101 (108) 110 (111) | 166 (106) | 101 (108) 
| — 








t Including unallocated sales. 


§ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
|| Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 





Oct 


T 
ove 
rest 
aw 
of J 
ave} 
cont 
The 
hare 

C 
in s 
day 
whe 
It w 
shov 
furn 
thus 
in C 
with 

If 
the 
on A 
on 4 
thire 
more 
basis 


Othe: 
depa 
but 1 
rises 
ticul: 
slum 
were 
the 1 


Food 
Gro 
b 
Per 
Swe 


Caf 
Total- 


Non-f 
Piec 

( 

(i 
Wo 

(1 

(ii 

(iii 
Men 
Boo! 
Fur 
Har 
Fan 
Spor 
Misc 
Total- 


T 


that 





-_ 
on 


ue 


of 


ve 





October 6, 1945 


Household Goods 


The index number of 116 for August shows a rise of 6 points 
over July and is the highest since December 1941, but these 
results are essentially attributable to the selling day factor. On 
a weekly basis there was a moderate fall in sales below the level 
of June-July, but they were still well above the previous year’s 
average; as August is traditionally an inactive month, this 
confirms the recovery which has been apparent since March. 
The sectional index numbers for. furnishing departments and 
hardware both show a broadly similar picture. 

Compared with a year ago very large increases are recorded 
in sales of household goods. These are partly due to the selling 
day factor and to the low sales in London in August 1944, but 
when all allowances are made a substantial increase remains. 
It would be wrong, for example, to regard the enormous increases 
shown for Central London (ranging up to 210 per cent. for 
furnishing departments) as a purely “ statistical ’’ phenomenon ; 
thus even on a weekly basis, sales of household goods as a whole 
in Central London show a rise of about 50 per cent. compared 
with two years ago. 

If we consider only the provincial districts, so as to eliminate 
the flying bomb complication, they all show substantial increases 
on August 1944 for both hardware and furnishing departments ; 
on a weekly basis these range from about one-tenth to one- 
third. The provincial figures for household piece-goods are 
more varied, with three districts showing decreases on a weekly 
basis and two increases. 


Other Non-Food Merchandise: Sales in the so-called fancy 
departments show increases on last August which are partly, 
but not wholly, accounted for by the two statistical factors ; the 
rises in the South of England and in Central London are par- 
ticularly noteworthy, even when allowance is made for the 
slump in the latter area a year ago. Rather larger increases 
were recorded for sports and travel goods, doubtless reflecting 
the increased holiday-making this year. In this category also 
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the South of England and Central London both showed note- 
worthy results, but the rise recorded for Suburban London is 
really at least as significant as that for the Central area, since 
sales were high a year ago owing to ‘“‘ evacuation ” purchases. 
Sales of miscellaneous goods would show a fall if expressed on a 
weekly basis, probably owing to shortage of coal supplies. 


Food and Perishables 


It is difficult to appraise the figures for this division accurately 
because of the uncertain allowance to be made for the “ selling 
day ” factor. The rise in the index from 106 in July to 117 in 
August certainly exaggerates greatly the rise in weekly sales, 
which was probably relatively small. On a weekly basis, sales 
are unlikely to have differed greatly from the average for the 
previous twelve months. 

Compared with August 1944, sales per selling day show a rise 
of 6-9 per cent. for the category as a whole; ona weekly basis 
there was probably very little change, with the provincial 
districts mostly showing declines and a substantial recovery in 
London from the low level reached during last year’s evacuation. 

Of the sub-categories, grocery, provisions and bakery again 
suffered from the fact that certain supplies and rations are now 
materially lower than in August 1944. Decreases were recorded 
for three provincial districts even on*a selling day basis, and 
weekly sales must have been significantly lower than a year ago 
for the third month in succession. 

At the other extreme, café and restaurant sales again showed 
large increases compared with a year ago in most districts, and 
especially, of course, in London. The allowance to be made for 
the holiday closing is probably less for this sub-category, so that 
the figures do not exaggerate the rise in weekly sales to the same 
extent. The reappearance of ice-cream this year is a contribu- 
tory factor in the rise, and also helps to raise the figure for sweets 
and tobacco. The substantial increases recorded for perishables 
in all districts are probably due, to a considerable extent, to the 
greater supplies of fish now available. 


SALES PER SELLING DAY AND STOCKS (AT COST) COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 

























































































ae S ALES (on an approximate daily basis) Stocks 
| Feb.- | At end of 
AUGUST Aug. Aug. 
Class of merchandise 
Midlands} South | London- | London- Total, Total, Total, 
Scotland | North | North and of Central Sub- Unal- | Great Great Great 
East West South | England |and West| urban | located*} Britain |} Britain | Britain 
Wales End 
Food and perishables :— 
Grocery, provisions and 
bakery See s ° + 41 — L5]— 34 - 74 + 15 |+ 22-6 |+ 19:0 + 1:3 + 1:2 
Perishables ose oe | +161 | + 89] +132] +11:7 | +165 | + 45:9 | + 87-4 + 18-4} + 8 - 
Sweets and tobacco eo | + 16] — 114 68] + 28 +290 |+ 32:1 |+ 35 + 8&5 + 9-8 
Café ahd restaurant +137 | + 63) +116! + 57 + 33-7 - 65:2 |+ 55 + 32-2 + 20-6 - 
Total-Food and perishablest | + 6:8 | + 15] + Il - 20 + 55 |+ 47-8 |+ 262)]+ 61]+ 6-9 + 427 —119 
Non-food merchandise :— 
Piece-goods t¢ oe ihe — 91 — 18-6 | — 19-8 - 21-2 — 47 + 30°6 70 oe — 65 || + 9-4 — 43-7 
(i) Household goods ... + 64 | +201] + 19 2-0 +192 | + 746 |+ 59-2 + 28-6 + 12-7 — 27:6 
(ii) Dress materials... | — 1:7 | — 295 26-8| —193 | —12:9 |+ 160 19-3 11-0 || + 11-8 | — 66-9 
Women’s wear f ... —~ 176 y 23-0 — 26-6 14:6 |+ 71:3 8-0 11-9 || + 92] + 10:3 
(i) Fashion ... vs — 18-9 23-5 26:6 } — 29-1 —~ 189 | + 80-6 15:7 12-7 |] + 12:2 | + 26:8 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s 17-4 | — 251 21-4 - 27:0 - 5&2 |+ 131-6 | + 32-2 6-6 i] + 6 + 14-4 
(iii) Fancy drapery ...| — 146 | — 19-5 159 | — 17:8 11-4 | + 37:1 0-5 78 i + 63) — 7:7 
Men’s and boys’ wear 18-7 28°6 | —24:3 | — 32:5 245 | + 35:9 12:2 eee 22:6 || + 30] — 20-9 
Boots and shoes ... ‘tie — 16-9 22-7 17-5 23°1 18-4 | + 25-2 53 | — 23-8 - 194 + 16 — 20-2 
Furnishing departments... | + 28-7 | + 23:5 | + 38-7 +- 32-2 +450 | + 210-1 | 4+105-5 eee + 67:7 |} + 30-3 | — 20-1 
Hardware a | £188 | +27-9] + 41-1 | +375 | +281 [+1731 |+ 85-9] +370] + 49-2 |] + 23-3] — 24:8 
Fancy departments + 16-1 + 791+ 98] + 11-6 +449 |+ 90:6 |+ 704] +140] + 183 ] + /2-/ — 8&1 
Sports and travel + 26:1 + 20-9 | + 24:8 1-7 +435 |+ 95-7 |+ 20-6] + 22-1] + 30-0 || +250] — 256 
Misc. and unspecified + 45] — 22) — 55 — 78 — O68 |+ 449 |+ 10-1 + O3 t+ 21] — 13-2 
Total—Non-food merchandise 10-3 13-5 12-9 17:7 78 |+ 742 14+ 86/+ 03] — O08 + 9-3 11:0 
ToTaL saLEs—Aug. 02) — 46 1-8 — 7:2 + 13 )/+ 645 |+ 216] + 18] + 3-9 
February—Aug. | | ‘ie | 
Food and perishables + 39 [+ 36)+ 32) + 1:3 + 48 |+ 159 |+ 49 | + 42 
Non-food merchandise «| + 6-4 43)+ 41| + 29 + 98 |+ 342 |+ 10-8 | + 93 
Total sales... +4814 3914 36/4 178 |] + 63/4 284/+ 6-4 | + 61 
| | 
ToTaL stocks— Aug. — §5 — 381 — 82 | 4+- 4:7 — 53 |— 23:3 | — 345 | — Ih 























* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales could not be allocated. 


+ Inciuding some goods for 


which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available, the quantities being substantial for piece-goods and women’s wear. 


Note. 
that item were 23 per cent. lower than in August 1944. 


Food and perishables accounted for 63 per cent. of the total sales. 


Clothing coupons taken per selling day by shops reporting 
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Total Sales : With such independent and conflicting factors at 
work, the figures for total sales are less interesting than those 
for the constituents. On a weekly basis August sales in the 
country as a whole were about equal to those in July, and rather 
below both the average for the previous twelve montks and the 
level of August 1944. All districts agreed in showing little 
movement, on a weekly basis, between July and August, but the 
comparisons with the previous average showed a more favourable 
movement for London than for the Provinces, and this contrast 
is naturally accentuated if comparison is made with August 
1944, 


Stocks * 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks: Although sales in August 
were, on a weekly basis, well below average, nevertheless stocks 
fell during the month. This may be attributed to low deliveries 
during the month as a result largely of the holidays. The fall 
was greatest in men’s and boys’ wear (from 77 to 73) and in dress 
materials (down from 34 to the extremely low figure of 32). 
Boots and shoes showed no change at 57, and women’s wear 
fell by only one point to 97. 


Comparison with a Year Ago: The fall of 11 per cent. in total 
stocks compared with a year ago follows a fall of 13 per cent. for 
July, which itself was slightly smaller than the corresponding 
figures recorded for recent months. 

As in July, women’s wear is the only main category to show 
higher stocks, the increase on August 1944 being 10 per cent. 
The other main apparel categories both showed falls of rather 
over 20 per cent. A more significant comparison for the apparel 
categories is, however, with July 1944, the eve of the second 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, par- 
ticularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample of 
shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 
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coupon release in that year. Women’s wear then shows a smaller 
rise, of about 3 per cent., and the falls for the other categories 
are materially greater, that for boots and shoes exceeding 30 
per cent. 

The decreases in stocks of household goods ranged from 20 
per cent. for furnishing departments to 28 per cent. for house. 
hold piece-goods. The rate at which stocks are turned over in 
these departments must be very much greater this year than 
last, as sales for the year to date show large increases, while 
stocks have shown large decreases in every month. 


Comparison with August 1989 : By the link method it is possible 
to compare the value of stocks at the end of August 1945 with 
that for August 1939—i.e. in effect the end of the war with the 
beginning. Such comparisons are inevitably subject to a large 
margin of error, but the results are of some interest. 

Total stocks show a rise in value of just over 20 per cent. The 
individual categories show widely different figures, and may be 
grouped as follows :— 


Large Falls : Boots and shoes (32 per cent.), 
piece-goods (29 per cent.). 


Little Change : Furnishing departments (up 2 per cent.) 
men’s and boys’ wear (up 6 per cent.). 


Moderate Rises : Sports and travel (17 per cent.) 
food (32 per cent.). 


Large Rises : Women’s wear (65 per cent.) fancy departments 
(79 per cent.). 

It must of course be remembered that these figures are all in 
terms of value, and that the price rise has been much greater for 
some categories than for others. In terms of volume stocks are 
probably lower for all categories of goods than before the war. 

The dress materials section of piece-goods shows the worst 
position of all, with stocks down in value by 54 per cent. 


INDEX NUMBERS OF SALES PER SELLING DAY AND OF APPAREL STOCKS 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 























| Sales per Seliing Day Stocks (end of month) 
Month Meussheld Non-food Drees Women’s Men’s and Boots ’ 
Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Materials Wear Boys’ Wear | and Shoes 
| 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 1944 | 1945 || 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944 | 1945 | 1944) 1945 
January | 68 | 74 | 85 | 81 | 78 | 82 | 100 | 103 | 91 | 95 || 89 | 58 4 | 73 | 102 | 74 | 81 | 69° 


February 107 121 83 87 99 109 103 107 
March ... | 105 126 90 101 100 116 105 113 
April... | 112 107 93 107 104 104 109 111 
May --- | 100 102* 89 104* 99 106* | 111 123* 
June... 82 97 80 | 110 86 99 lil 109 


July... 79 92 7 110 82 95 106 106 








101 | 108 87 47 85 75 94 67 88 | 7] 
103 | 114 88 41 90 79 94 68 78 | 58 
107 | 108 84 36 90 84 96 71 80 | 60 
105 | 115* 81 36 91 85 101 74 | 78 | 57 
101 | 105 80 36 97 94 101 76 79 | 58 








96 | 101 79 34 94 98 100 
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August ... | 117 99* 75 116* | 102 102* | 110 | 117*} 107 | 111* 73 32 88 97 92 72 5 
September | 113 82 107 105 106 67 85 88 68 
October... | 112 89 108 105 106 62 80 87 66 
November | 106 96 113 106 109 58 81 89 66 
December | 123 114 140 119 128 55 69 71 64 
Year ... | 102 87 101 107 105 75 86 93 | 75 














* These figures were raised by the abnormal number of holidays. 





Directorate of Furniture 
Production 


The Board of Trade announce that to strengthen the organisa- 
tion of the department concerned with the production of furni- 
ture, they are setting up a Directorate of Furniture Production. 

While questions of policy will continue to be dealt with by the 
Board’s Industries and Manufactures Department, Division 4, 
the duties of the new Directorate will be to maintain close 
contact with the industry on the problems which the application 
of that policy raises, and on the allocation of production pro- 
grammes. 

The Directorate will be responsible for designation and licensing 
and will deal with labour matters and questions affecting 
materials, premises and plant. It will also provide technical 
advice both to manufacturers and to I.M.4 Department. 

The President has appointed-Mr. A. E. Walsh, M.B.E., an 
industrial consultant, to be the Director of Furniture Production. 

The address of the Directorate of Furniture Production is 
Board of Trade, Neville House, Page Street, London, S.W.1, 
telephone number, Whitehall 9040. 


Oak for Utility Bedroom 
Furniture 


Manufacture of oak Utility bedroom furniture is to be resumed. 
This is because oak is likely to be more plentiful for the time 
being as the result of cuts in war contracts following the sudden 
ending of the Japanese war. On the other hand, mahogany 
will be scarcer owing to heavy demands for the production of 
essential transport. 


From October 1, timber allocations to bedroom furniture 
manufacturers will be half oak and half mahogany. All manu- 
facturers will be required to take their supplies of timber on this 
basis without exception. 


As public demand, however, may not be evenly divided between 
oak and mahogany, the retailers should make sure that their 
suppliers will be able to meet the orders in the wood wanted by 
the customer, before they accept them. 


It is hoped that this unforeseeable change in the supply position 
will not cause undue inconvenience to manufacturers. 
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Retailers’ Doubts on 
Pointings 
The latest reports of the Board of Trade staff engaged on 


general informatory work among retailers show that there is 
some confusion among traders about the points listed below. 


Women’s Footwear at Reduced Pointings 


Three kinds of women’s indoor shoes may be sold at 5 coupons 
per pair :— 





WwW 
F° 
(2) Slippers with heels not more than § inches in height. 


(1) Women’s shoes with fabric uppers, marked 


(3) Slippers marked we 
HS 
Any other type of indoor shoe (e.g. women’s bar house shoes) 
must be sold at the full coupon rate. 
Traders are also reminded that the licence permitting shoes 
retailing at not more than 15s. per pair to be sold for 5 coupons 
lapsed on December 31, 1944. 


Working of the Clearance Price Schedule 

The clearance price schedule appears on page xviii of the 

1944-45 Coupon Quiz. Examples of the working of the schedule 
for non-utility and utility goods are given below. 
Non-utility Goods: In calculating the price of a non-utility 
article to be sold at half-coupon rate, the amount appearing in 
column 3 should be multiplied by the standard number of 
coupons, e.g. a pair of non-utility stockings would sell at not 
more than 3s., that is, the amount in column 3 (1s.) multiplied 
by the standard number of coupons (3). 

In calculating the price of a non-utility article to be sold at 

quarter-coupon rate the amount in column 2 should be multiplied 
by the standard number of coupons: a pair of non-utility fully 
fashioned stockings at } couponage should sell at not more than 
is. 6d. (6d. x 3). 
Utility Goods : In calculating the clearance prices of utility 
goods the overriding maximum price has to be taken into 
consideration. To qualify for half-coupon rate, the utility 
goods must sell either at the price calculated by the table or half 
the overriding maximum price, whichever is the less, e.g. a 
pair of utility stockings, specification 651: half of the over- 
riding maximum price (2s. 1d.) = 1s. 0}d.; the price calculated 
by the table (as for non-utility goods) is Is. 6d.: at the half- 
coupon rate the stockings would, therefore, have to be sold at 
not more than 1s. 04d. per pair. 

To qualify for quarter coupon rate the stockings would have 
to be sold at 64d. ; quarter of the overriding maximum price = 
64d. ; 14 coupons x 6d. = 9d. 


Goods on Approval 


Traders should not send out goods without first receiving the 
correct number of coupons. The customer’s clothing book 
should not be held. 

The time allowed for the retention, of the goods is twenty-eight 
days. If the customer does not return the unwanted articles 
within that time, the trader should report to the Board of 
Trade by the 15th of the following month. 


Loose Coupons Given as Change 


Traders are reminded that loose coupons given as change can 
only be used for mail orders or credited at the same shop for a 
later purchase. They cannot be endorsed and accepted by 
another trader. 


Blankets on Priority Dockets 


A priority docket does not guarantee a blanket of any parti- 
cular size or colour. If a priority customer refuses to accept a 
blanket obtained against his docket from a wholesaler, the 
docket cannot be returned and the retailer can keep the blanket 
for supply to another customer, whether a docket holder or not. 





Synthetic Golf Balls 


The Board of Trade announce that there is no truth in rumours 
that golf and tennis balls made of natural rubber will be on sale 
very soon. 

Natural rubber cannot be spared for these goods until supplies 
are much more plentiful than at present. Even then, some time 
must pass between the release of natural rubber and the appear- 
ance in the shops of new balls made from this material. 

For these reasons it is‘not possible at this stage to forecast 
when tennis and golf balls made from natural rubber will be 
available, but until then the manufacturers will continue to 
make them from synthetic rubber. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 499 


Inspectorships of Weights 
and Measures 


_ The Board of Trade have decided to extend in a modified form 
to ex-Service candidates, the concessions granted to weights and 
measures assistants who are prisoners of war or who are serving 
with His Majesty’s Forces at home or overseas. 

The modified concessions are as follows :— 


(a) An ex-Service candidate who has qualified in one or more 
of the subjects of the examination while serving in H.M. Forces 
or while a prisoner of war or during the period of twelve months 
immediately preceding the date on which he joined H.M. Forces, 
and who presents himself for the first examination held by the 
Board after his demobilisation, need not take the whole of the 
examination but ‘only those subjects in which he has not 
qualified. 


(b) Should a candidate, on the results of the examination 
referred to in (a) again fail to qualify in any subject, he will, 
at the next examination held by the Board, again be allowed to 
take only those subjects in which he has not qualified. 


(c) If at this examination the candidate fails in any subject 
he must take all the subjects in the ordinary way at any subse- 
quent examination. 

(d) A candidate need not, unless he so desires, count as one 
of the two examinations referred to in (a) and (6), an examination 
which is held during his discharge leave of fifty-six days (plus 
any extra days’ leave due to service abroad) or during the 
four months immediately following such discharge leave. Should 
a candidates, however, elect to sit for an examination within 
this period, it will be counted as a first examination within the 
meaning of (a) above. 

(e) The qualifying standard in each subject will be 50 per cent., 
as in the case of Service candidates. 


(f) Examination Fee 

Candidates who paid the Examination Fee of £2 when they sat 
for an examination while members of H.M. Forces serving at 
home, will not be required to pay a further fee for the examina- 
tions referred to in (a) and (b). 

Candidates who sat for an examination while members of H.M. 
Forces serving overseas will be required to pay the examination 
fee of £2 when they take the first examination as above; they 
will, however, be excused the payment of a further fee should it be 
necessary for them to take the second examination as in (b) above. 
This latter arrangement also applies to ex-Service candidates 
who have not previously sat for examination. 

(9) H.M. Forces Particulars 

Before taking the examination referred to in (a) a candidate 
will be required to forward to Standards Department the follow- 
ing information :— ws 

(1) Particulars of service in H.M. Forces. 


(2) Documents relating to his discharge from H.M. Forces 
(this will be returned by Registered Post immediately). 


To enable the department to amend the records, intending 
candidates should furnish the information requested in (g) as 
soon as possible after their discharge so that they may be advised 
of the date and venue of the first examination in due course. 





Advertisements 





AGENCIES REQUIRED for 
well-known Distributors (established 1858). 


BADWAL & CO. LTD., 28 Deansgate, Manchester. 


INDIAN MARKET by 
D. §. 








SHIP-BROKER AND AGENT established Antwerp and 
Ghent since 1929 requires Agency of Foreign Ship- 
owners and regular lines. REMATEX, 57 Cour du 
Prince, Ghent, Belgium. 








MANUFACTURERS desirous of developing export trade in IRAN, 
IRAQ and SYRIA should please write and send trade lists or cata- 
logues to John S, Ray (Kepresentative in United Kingdom), 76 
Finsbury Pavement, E.C.2. The appointment of Agencies in the 
above countries will be gladly discussed. 
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Official Announcements. 





October 6, 1945 


Further Modification of M.E.S.C. 
Import Procedure 


M.E.S.C. Import Modifications: The Board of Trade Journal, 
January 13, 1945, pages 13 and 14, gave particulars of modifica- 
tions in import procedure in Middle Last territories. Para- 
graph 8 of the Notice gave a list of commodities which will 
remain subject to M.E.S.C. procedure and notice of additions 
to and deletions from that list have been published in later 
issues * of the Journal. The following items should now be 
deleted from that list :-— 

Wool yarn; woollen piece-goods; other manufactures sub- 
stantially wholly of wool; wool rags, noils and waste; rayon 
staple fibre and waste; rayon yarn; other manufactures sub- 
stantially wholly of rayon not including narrow fabrics or manu- 
factures substantially of lace ; paper, paperboard and manufac- 
tures substantially wholly thereof excepting cigarette paper ; 
kapok and manufactures substantially wholly thereof; auto- 
mobile servicing and maintenance equipment ; motor car spare 
parts ; acetic acid, acetone, ammonium phosphate, aniline oils 
and aniline salts, argols and wineless, calcium carbide, potassium 
chlorate, sodium chlorate ; casein. 

The following item should be added to the list :—Newsprint 
and overissue newspapers. Z 

The following amendments should also be noted :— 

The heading which at present reads “‘ Wood and timber and 
manufactures substantially wholly thereof except chairs, office 
furniture and store fixtures, wooden ware furniture, insulation 
board, granite slates and structure, wooden rollers, sawdust, 
stelloids, cut-outs of wood, wood fibre, wood flour,” should be 
amended to read: ‘‘ Wood and timber and manufactures sub- 
stantially wholly thereof except chairs, office furniture and 
store fixtures, wooden ware furniture, insulation board, granite 
slates and structure, wooden rollers, sawdust, stelloids, cut-outs 
of wood, wood fibre, wood flour, veneers and veneer manufac - 
tures, venetian blinds and slates, matches and battery sepa- 
rators.”’ 

To the heading which at present heads “Tin and manufac- 
tures substantially wholly thereof’? should be added “ not 
including tinfoil or tin tubes.” 

To the heading which at present reads “‘ Other manufactures 
substantially wholly of cotton, not including narrow fabrics or 
manufactures substantially of lace and not including waddings 
other than surgical” should be added “and not. including 
cotton sewing thread.” 

From the heading which at present reads “ Motor buses and 
parts ” the words “ and parts ” should be deleted. 


* The dates of the issues of the Board of Trade Journal 
which have contained notices about M.E.S.C. procedure are as 
follows :— 

January 13 and 20, February 3, April 14, May 19 and 26, 
June 23, July 28, August 4, 11 and 18, September | of this year. 


* 


Civilian Clothing Director-General : Sir Thomas Barlow, K.B.E., 
has resigned his position as Director-General of Civilian Clothing 
for reasons of health. He has, however, informed the Board of 
Trade that he is prepared to continue to assist them in an 
advisory capacity on questions relating to clothing and textiles. 
The Board of Trade have most gratefully accepted this offer and 
in these circumstances no new appointment to the post of 
Director-General of Civilian Clothing is being made. 


* 


Utility Woven Fibre Furniture : The Board of Trade have been 
told by manufacturers that retail customers are already enquiring 
about woven fibre chairs. These chairs are to be brought into 
the Utility Furniture scheme, but they are unlikely to appear 
in the shops for a few months to come, as production has only 
just begun. The Board of Trade will make an official announce- 
ment when the chairs are ready for sale. They will be supplied 
to holders of Utility Furniture permits. 


* 


List of Ship’s Stores Dealers : ‘The list of persons whose names 
were entered on August 1, 1944, in Part IT (b) of the List of 
Ship’s Stores Dealers, compiled by the Ministry of War Transport 
and kept by the Board of ‘l'rade for the purposes of the Consumer 
Rationing (Consolidation) Order, 1944 (sce the Board of Trade 
Journal of July 29, 1944, page 276) and the Directions made 
under that Order comprises the persons whose names were 
published in the Board of Trade Journal of November 20, 1943 


(pages 433 and 434) (a list of amendments to this was published 

in the Board of Trade Journal of August 12, 1944, page 302), 

subject to the following amendment recorded during the period 
August 21 to September 21, 1945 :— 
ADDITION 

Messrs. Jones & Co., The Golden Goat, 107 Bute Road, Cardiff. 


* 


Regional Controller: The Board of Trade have appointed Mr. 
G. W. Brazendale to be Regional Controller for the Northern 
Rezion in succession to Mr. S. A. Sadler Forster who has recently 
taken up the post of Director of Trading Estates. Mr. Brazen- 
dale, who was Deputy Regional Controller of the Ministry of 
Production in Birmingham, will have his headquarters in 
Newcastle. 


* 


Danish Consulate Change of Address : The Board of Trade have 
been informed that the address of the Royal Danish Consulate— 
General and Commercial section to the Danish Legation, formerly 
of 29 Pont Street, London, 8.W.1, has been changed to 67 Pont 
Street, London, S.W.1, Telephone: Kensington 6656. 

The address of the Danish Supply Mission is also at 67 Pont 
Street, London, S8.W.1. 


* 


Catalogues for French North Africa: In connection with the 
notice on the above subject in the Board of Trade Journal of 
June 9, page 264, H.M. Consul-General at Tunis reports that 
the catalogues he has received are, with one exception, in 
English, and stresses the importance of having catalogues 
intended for distribution in French speaking territories printed 
in French as soon as possible. 


* 
MINISTRY OF SUPPLY 


Imported Hessian Prices : The Ministry of Supply Jute Control 
announces that from October 1 an amended method of price 
calculation applies to imported hessian for re-export. 

Exporters of this material can obtain particulars on application 
to the Export Licensing Department, Board of Trade, 56 Reform 
Street, Dundee. 


* 


Control of Paper : The Ministry of Supply has issued Direction 
No. 14 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 1154, price 1d.) under the Control 
of Paper (No. 48) Order, 1942, and Direction No. 2 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 1155, price 1d.) under the Control of Paper (No. 59) 
Order, 1943, relaxing from restrictions posters, letter paper, 
visiting cards and compliment slips where these are used directly 
for purposes of local Government elections. 

The restrictions remain unaltered in respect of posters, letter 
paper, visiting cards and compliment slips for other purposes. 

The Directions came into force on September 21. 


* 


Timber Control Appointment : The Timber Control Department 
of the Ministry of Supply announce that as from September 1, 
1945, Mr. C. R. Johnson, A.L.A.A., Chief Accountant, has been 
appointed Assistant Controller, Department IV, ia succession to 
Mr. L. 8. Martin, who has been released. 


* 


Molasses and Industrial Alcohol : The Minister of Supply has 
made an Order which revokes and remakes in consolidated form 
the Control of Molasses and Industrial Alcohol (Nos. 11 to 17) 
Orders, 1941-42, with the following amendments :— 

(1) Methanol, formaldehyde, metaformaldehyde and hexamine 
are released from control and licences will no longer be necessary 
for the acquisition, disposal, treatment, use or consumption of 
these commodities. 

(2) The maximum quantity of industrial alcohol (other than 
mineralised methylated spirits) which.can be acquired, disposed 
of, treated, used or consumed without a licence is increased 
from one gallon per month to sixty gallons in six calendar months. 

Copies of the order (the Control of Molasses and Industrial 
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Alcohol (No. 18) Order, 1945), which came into force on 
October 1 may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, York 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches (price 3d.) or 
through any bookseller, on and after September 28 (S. R. & 
0. 1945 No. 1184). 


* 


Pyrethrum : The Minister of Supply has made the Control of 
Pyrethrum (No. 3) (Revocation) Order (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 1163), 
revoking the Control of Pyrethrum (Nos. 1 and 2) Orders. The 
revoked orders prohibited the acquisition, disposal, treatment, 
use and consumption of pyrethrum and pyrethrum products 
except under licence. 

The Ministry of Supply hold stocks of pyrethrum flowers 
which were acquired for war purposes and are now available 
to meet civilian requirements. Supplies of flowers (in quantities 
of 4 cwt. or multiples of 4 ewt.) may be obtained from the Director 
of Sundry Materials, Ministry of Supply, 8-10 Old Jewry, 
London, E.C.2. 

Copies of the Revocation Order, which came into force on 
September 26, 1945, may be obtained from H.M. Stationery 
Office. 


* 


Mercury Metal Price Reduced : The Ministry of Supply announces 
that with effect from October 1, 1945, the price of mercury metal 
will be reduced by £38 10s. per bottle. Detailed revised price 
schedules will be issued in due course. 


* 


Glue, Gelatine and Size : The Minister of Sitpply has made the 
Control of Glue, Gelatine and Size (No. 2) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 1162, price 1d.) the effect of which is to revoke and 
remake with amendments the Control of Glue, Gelatine and 
Size (No. 1) Order. 

Glue, gelatine and size are freed from control of acquisition and 
disposal, although treatment, use or consumption in excess of 
the free allowances under the Order—5 ewt. per quarter of edible 
gelatine, 6 tons in the aggregate of other animal glues and 
gelatines, and 3 ewt. of fish glue—are still subject to licence. 

The amounts of the materials which may be treated, used or 
consumed without a licence, are now reckoned per quarter of 
the year instead of per running period of three calendar months. 

Copies of the Order, which came into force on October 1, 1945, 
may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office. 


* 
BRITISH STANDARDS 


British Standard Specifications : A standard specification (B.S. 
No. 1248) has just been issued dealing with wallpapers, for use 
when the supply of raw materials for the manufacture of paper 
similar to that supplied in 1939 is made available to the paper 
trade. 

The specification has been divided into two sections covering 
base papers and finished wallpapers. The base paper specification 
includes minimum requirements as to loading, sizing, strength 
and thickness. It has been found impracticable to include 
similar requirements in Section 2 dealing with finished wall- 
papers, because of the effect of the subsequent treatment to 
which the base paper is subjected in the finishing process. 

Minimum substances are prescribed in the wallpaper specifica- 
tion for embossed and unembossed papers, ceiling papers, tiles 
and bathroom papers and leatherettes, together with substances 
for borders and linings. A width of printed paper of 21 inches 
has been specified together with a length of rolls of 114 yards. 

Wallpapers may be divided into ceiling papers, fillings for the 
general decoration of wall surfaces, dadoes, borders, friezes and 
stillings, corners and other motifs. A series of definitions of the 
various types of paper supplied in the trade is included in the 
specification, copies of which can be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, Publications Sales Department, 28 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1, price 2s. post free. 


* 


This edition, W.C. Flushing Cisterns (B.S. No. 1125- 1945), was 
issued to supersede the war emergency publication but maintains 
the bulk of those requirements which had been taken from the 
Ministry of Health Model Specification. 

The specification deals firstly with general requirements for 
high- and low-level cisterns, setting out appropriate materials 
afd requirements in regard to workmanship and the general 
features of construction. The separate sections give the dimen- 
sions it has been possible to standardise in respect of high-level 
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and low-level cisterns. 
are non-reversible. 

The types covered include cast iron ware, pressed steel, lead- 
lined or copper-lined wood and composition. Flush pipes for 
high-level cisterns include steel tubes, lead pipes and copper or 
copper alloy pipes. 

Copies of this specification can be obtained from British 
Standards Institution, Publications Department, 28 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1, price 1s. post free. 


* 


An amendment has just been issued by the British Standards 
Institution to B.S.476 describing a further method of testing to 
be applied to materials for use as linings for ceilings and walls. 
The test determines the rate at which flame spreads across the 
surface. In narrow passages, e.g. in halls and staircases, the use 
of material as a lining which has a rapid flame spread might 
constitute a serious fire hazard. The new test has, therefore, 
been devised to provide a means whereby this characteristic of 
materials can be determined and they can be classified into one 
of four groups according to the results obtained. 

Full details of the method of carrying out the rest of assessing 
the results and classifying the materials are given. 

Copies of the amendment slip can be obtained gratis on appli- 
cation from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria 
Street, London, 8.W.1. 


* 


The British Standards Institution has just issued a specifica- 
tion for Gypsum Plasterboard—B.8. 1230. This specific&tion 
defines the types of gypsum plasterboard, their quality and 
dimensions and includes appendices for the conditioning of 
specimens, the method of measuring dimensions and the method 
of determining the weight, the transverse strength and the 
emissivity. 

Copies of this specification (B.S. 1230) may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. Price 2s. each. 


* 


The British Standards Institution has recently revised 
B.S. 569 and 582, Asbestos Cement Spigot and Socket Rainwater 
Pipes, Gutters and Fittings and Soil Waste and Ventilating Pipes 
and Fittings. 

These specifications have been revised chiefly from the point 
of view of including the fittings and tests for bursting strength, 
water absorption and resistance to acidic water. 

Copies of these specifications may be obtained from Publica- 
tions Department, British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria 
Street, London, 8.W.1. Price 2s. each. 


* 
POSTAL SERVICES 


Air Mail Leaflet: The Postmaster-General announces that a 
leaflet giving particulars of the air mail services which are avail- 
able for communication with civilians in countries overseas can 
now be obtained on application at the principal Post Offices. 
Since the leaflet went to press, an air mail service to Holland 
has been introduced at the same air postage rate as for other 
European countries, namely, 5d. for the first ounce and 3d. for 
each additional ounce for letters, and 24d. for postcards ; and 
the restoration to 2 oz. in weight of air mail letters for Poland 
has been removed. Air mail services are also now available to 
Hong Kong, Malay States and Straits Settlements (limit of weight 
1 oz.), and to Siam (limit of weight 2 0z.), at the following rates : 
Air letters, 6d. ; other letters, 1s. 3d. per 4 0z.; postcards, 7d. 


* 


Parcel Post to Finland: The Postmaster-General announces 
that the parcel post service to Finland has been restored. The 
rates of postage are :—up to 2 Ib., 3s. 6d.; 2-7 Ib., 5s. 3d. ; 
7-11 lb., 7s.; 11-22 Ib., 12s. 

Parcels may not be registered or insured or accepted for the 
Express Delivery or the Cash on Delivery services, and payment 
of Customs charges, if any, cannot be undertaken by the sender. 

Senders must comply with the Export Licensing and Currency 
Control regulations. 


* 


Postal Service to Holland : The Postmaster-General announces 
that the limit of weight for letters, letter packets, printed and 
commercial papers for Holland has been raised to 4 lb. and that 
the sample post service to Holland has been restored, maximum 
weight | lb. Posters must comply with the Export Licensing 
and Currency Control regulations. 
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OVERSEAS TRADE SECTION 





Economic and Trade Conditions 
in Italy 


Following the announcement in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of September 15, of the resumption of 
limited trade between the United Kingdom and Italy, it is thought the report published below on 


economic and trade conditions in Italy may be useful. 


It is based on reports sent to the Depart- 


ment of Overseas Trade by the Minister (Commercial) of the British Embassy in Rome early 
in August. 


As a means of absorbing floating currency and feeding the 
Treasury and as a consequent check to inflation, the issue of a 
five-year 5 per cent. Treasury Bonds, subscriptions to which in 
Central and Southern Italy closed on May 19, was regarded as 
encouraging. 

Subscriptions amounted to over 33 milliards of lire. At the 
end of June it was decided to extend the issue with slight modifi- 
cations, to the newly liberated provinces of Northern Italy, 
where it was hoped to raise a further 50 milliards. By the end 
of July subscriptions had reached 33 milliards. 

The wave of inflation which had passed over Central and 
Southern Italy had not been felt in anything like the same 
degree in the North, and there has been nothing like the same 
amount of floating currency to be absorbed. But generally 
inflation continues to be the dominating factor in the financial 
outlook. The first remedy must be the provision of coal and 
raw materials to Italian industry, thus making possible an 
increased output of consumption goods for the home market. 

The budgetary position remains disquieting. A rough estimate, 
submitted by the Minister of the Treasury at the end of June, 
gave revenue for the current financial year over the whole country 
at 80 milliards of lire, expenditure at about 180 milliards, and it 
is generally recognised that this estimate for expenditure is far 
too low and that the deficit over the year will be well in excess 
of 200 milliards. To this must be added deficits of some 
60 milliards on the provincial budgets and 10 milliards on the 
Communal budgets. 


Cost of Living 


Cost of living figures during the past two or three months have, 
after a long period of steady increases, shown a slight downward 
trend, owing to the combination of seasonal arrivals of fresh 
fruit and vegetables with expected arrivals of consumption goods 
of all kinds from the industrial north. The price of food alone 
for a family of five in Rome in June was estimated to be 9,865 lire, 
as compared with 11,607 lire in May and 12,456 in March. 

Each of these figures, which covers food alone, is well above 
the total wages of the average unskilled worker or minor employee, 
and the prices of clothing and footwear are quite beyond their 
reach. The wage level was reported by the Allied Commission 
to be 500 per cent. above that of 1942, when an unskilled worker 
made 38 lire a day compared with 270 lire to-day. An attempt 
was made by the previous Government to permit a small increase 
in house rents, which have been frozen at a very low figure, but 
it has not yet been put into force. 

The Confederation of Labour together with the Communist 
and Socialist parties has attempted in various localities with some 
measure of success to bring about price reductions and stricter 
control of black markets by the pressure of public opinion, but 
the general opinion is that the solution can only be found in 
increased production which will restore depleted stocks in the 
shops. 

The levels of prices and wages north of the Pisa-Rimini line are 
still markedly below those of Central and Southern Italy, but 
they are already tending to rise and there are certain threatening 
elements of inflation. At the end of April the industrialists 
agreed to give to the workers a liberation bonus, varying by 
categories of operatives but averaging throughout Northern 
Italy about Lire 3,500. 


Labour and Employment 


With the return of war prisoners and labourers from Germany, 
of refugees from the mountains, and of partisans surrendering 
their arms, unemployment continues to increase, particularly 
in Northern Italy. 

There have already been strikes in various parts of the country 
to protest against high prices, low wages, and spreading un- 
employment. The intervention of the Government to provide 


either alternative employment or some form of unemployment 
insurance cannot long be delayed, but either course will further 
widen the gap between revenue and expenditure referred to in 
Section 1. 

Prolonged drought, lack of fertilisers and military operations 
in some areas, have combined to reduce the estimated wheat 
harvest for 1945 to about one-third below that of 1944, and 
considerable imports will be necessary. In some parts of Southern 
Italy and Sicily the crop is so poor as to be hardly worth harvest- 
ing. Rice and sugar beet crops are also seriously reduced. The 
drought has caused excessive slaughtering of livestock owing 
to the reduced fodder availability, and a serious food situation 
is expected during the coming winter. 

In Southern Italy the output of the food preserving industry 
is expected to be above that of last year, but in Northern Italy 
it will be far below normal. Practically no jam or marmalade 
will be made, as there is no sugar. 

The official grain collection of the 1944 crop resulted in 2,678,600 
tons for Italy as a whole, the proportion collected in “ liberated ” 
Italy being 96 per cent. of the target figure. For the 1945 crop 
the same official price has been fixed for Central and Southern 
Italy as for the 1944 crop. 

Owing to lower yields and higher cost of production consider- 
able opposition is expected on the part of producers to the 
surrender of their crops. As a partial inducement it is proposed 
to make available to them cloth, sewing cotton, and possibly 
footwear, at reduced prices, but considerable anxiety is expressed 
as to the amount which will be turned in even with this stimulus. 


Effect of Drought 


The hemp crop is expected to be about 40 to 50 per cent. less 
than in 1944, due mainly to drought and lack of fertilisers. 
The 1944 crop was about 50,000 tons. This compares with a 
pre-war average of about 100,000 tons, of which akout half was 
exported in the raw state. Italian industry thus had about 
50,000 tons of raw hemp to work up, from which about 37,500 
tons of manufactures was produced; of this latter amount, 
about 7,500 tons used to be exported. 

The industry has in normal times 130,000 spindles and 12,000 
looms, employing some 25,000 workpeople. Some plant has been 
destroyed or damaged during the war, but the present capacity, 
subject to the availability of raw material and coal, is about 
85 per cent. of pre-war. 


Foreign Trade 


Until recently Italian foreign trade has been under the direct 
control of the Allied authorities. Jssential imports have been 
brought in under military auspices, and exports, mainly to the 
United Kingdom and the United States, have similarly been 
procured through the Allied authorities in Italy. UNNRA will, 
however, be shortly supplying the basic relief and rehabilitation 
requirements of the country. 

Italy has, however, been credited with the value of those 
exports effected since the Armistice, as well as with the dollar 
equivalent of American troops’ expenditure in Italy, and “‘ post- 
liberation” dollar and sterling funds have been accumulated 
which can be used to meet part of the cost of Italian imports 
and other expenditure in foreign exchange. 

Italy is now being encouraged to build up commercial contacts 
with Allied and neutral countries, and only a minimum degree 
of control is now being exercised over Italian foreign trade 
transactions and payments by the Allied authorities. From 
the end of July, the Allied Commission ceased to procure Italian 
produce for export, and purchases for British Government account 
are being made through the British Embassy at Rome, and 
for private account through direct transactions between British 
firms and the Istituto Nazionale per il Commercio Estero (I.C.E.). 

On the United States side, the United States Commercial 
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Company are making purchases for American account. Italian 
purchases in the United States are, for the time being and 
pending the establishment of more normal trading relations, 
procured by the foreign Economic Administration, and in the 
United Kingdom through an official buying agent appointed by 
the Italian Government and attached to the Italian Embassy in 
London. 

Important purchases of rock phosphates for the r:anufacture 
of fertilisers heve been negotiated with the French authorities, 
and sales of considerable quantities of Sicilian sulphur are being 
negotiated. An Jtalian trade delegation was recently sent to 
Switzerland, and a Trade agreement and credits have been 
negotiated. Others are proceeding to Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Decrees defining the functions of the Institute of Foreign 
Trade and of the Italian Foreign Exchange Office have been 
promulgated. 

The pegged rate of exchange of Lire 400 to the £ sterling 
now bears no relation to the level of internal prices in Italy. 
[talian exports are in many cases having to be assisted by some 
form of subsidy through the I.C.E. Sooner or later the exchange 
rate will have to fall, but the banking authorities are unwilling 
to establish new rates until such time as some degree of stability 
has been reached and some hope can be held out for maintaining 
such new rates. 

At the present moment the elements necessary for the calcula- 
tion of a fair value of the lira in respect to other currencies are 
lacking. The same commodity would cost Lire 100 in Bari, 
Lire 500 in Naples, Lire 900 in Milan. 

The total ban on the visit to Italy of commercial visitors has 
been partially relaxed, but numbers are necessarily limited, as 
difficulties in securing food, accommodation and transport will 
prevail for some time. 

One of the great problems which Italy shares with most 
countries where military operations have taken place is an acute 
shortage of transport, which complicates the distribution of even 
such resources as are available within the country and is one of 
the principal causes of the prevailing high price level. Many 
bridges have been destroyed, rails removed, and locomotives 
and wagons either destroyed or removed. 

The stock of road transport vehicles of all kinds has been 
reduced by about two-thirds, and much of that remaining is in 
bad condition and lacks tyres. The former merchant marine 
has been reduced from 3} million tons to less than 500,000 tons, 
mostly composed of schooners and fishing vessels, many of which 
are in bad condition. 


Transport Industries 


Italy is fortunate, however, in that, given a certain amount of 
assistance from outside, mostly in the form of fuel and raw 
materials, it will be possible to make good most of these losses 
in her own workshops and with her own labour. In favourable 
conditions the motor industry of Northern Italy could produce 
many thousands of trucks and cars during 1946, and the Pirelli 
and Michelin plants could supply them with tyres. Over a 
longer period, Italian shipyards will make good wartime losses. 
Reconstitution of railway rolling stock will, however, be a difficult 
and long-term process. 

The Italian Government issued, in March, a decree giving legal 
status to an Italian Oil Committee for the receipt, handling and 
distribution of oil products during the interim period up to one 
year after the liberation of Italian territory from German 
occupation. Before the expiry of this period it will be necessary 
to devise new means of dealing with Italian oil supply. 

Immediately on the German surrender in Northern Italy the 
Allied Commission sent a small group to make a rapid tour of 
investigation, visiting Bologna, Ferrara, Padua, Venice, Brescia, 
Milan, Turin, Savona and Genoa, and I was able to accompany 
this delegation. The results of this investigation, rapid as it had 
to be, were sensational and encouraging. : 

There has been no demolition of plant by the German forces 
and we learnt of only very minor removals of machinery. In 
most of the towns, particularly in Milan and Genoa, the destruc- 
tion done to house property by the Allied bombing was heavy, 
but the factories have suffered far less than in the south. Against 
all expectation it has been found that the industrial equipment 
of Northern Italy is intact. 


Electric Power 


There is no shortage of electric power in the cities ; there is 
even a surplus for export to the south. The tram services, house 
and street lighting, elevator services, are normal. Most of the 
bridges over the Po, Arno and Adige have gone and a great 
number of railway bridges have been demolished. Italy's 
urgent requirements are not for finished goods, but for raw 
materials and especially coal. 

That is the crucial factor. Most of the factories hold some 
limited stocks of raw material, but their supplies of coal are at 
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vanishing point. Before the war Italy normally imported coal 
to the tune of 12,000,000 tons a year (in 1938, 7 millions from 
Germany, 2:3 millions from the United Kingdom, 1-6 millions 
from Poland). Her national resources amount to roughly 
2,000,000 tons a year, drawn about equally from the Sardinian 
mines and from the Arsa mines in Istria. 

Pre-war it may be said that 33 per cent. of the total coal 
available was taken by the coke and gas plants, 17 per cent. by 
the railways, 10-5 per cent. by the iron and steel works, the 
remainder by other industries, the mercantile marine and 
domestic use. This normal consumption could be somewhat 
reduced under to-day’s conditions. 

The second important factor is transport. In the matter of 
railway stock left by the Germans, the estimate given by the 
National Committee of Liberation was: 16,000 wagons out of 
80,000 ; 400 electric locomotives out of 2,000; 800 steam 
locomotives out of 2,500; all of these in fair condition. 

Some 23,000 motor trucks are available, of which 5,000 are of 
34-ton capacity, the remainder from 1 to 3 tons. Provided the 
necessary raw materials are forthcoming, the Italian motor 
industry could make a substantial contribution. 


Raw Material Shortages 


The factories of Northern Italy which, with the power plants, 
were found after the German surrender to be virtually intact, 
are to a grave extent paralysed through lack of raw material 
and, still more, through lack of coal. 

Discussions have been taking place for supplies of coal from 
Poland and Czechoslovakia, but an immediate difficulty is the 
finding of means of payment. 

Tyres are practically non-existent. The Pirelli and Michelin 
tyre factories, in Milan and Turin respectively, could normally 
obtain their requirements of synthetic rubber from the Pirelli 
plant (working on the Buna process) at Ferrara, but the latter 
is near a standstill through lack of supplies of alcohol. Their 
alcohol reservoirs were damaged by bombing and they are short 
of molasses. 

In synthetic fertilisers the country requires only the raw 
material (phosphates). The chemical industry is 70 to 80 per 
cent. efficient. 

In cotton and woollen industries, the spinning and weaving 
plants are estimated at being 95 per cent. intact and require 
only the raw material. Likewise in the leather industry the 
factories are 95 per cent. intact, but require imported hides and 
mineral tanning materials. 

From this very brief sketch it can be foreseen that over the 
immediate future the Italians will probably have to utilise a 
large part of their available sterling credits for imports of raw 
materials from the sterling area outside the United Kingdom. 
In the first stages of the country’s rehabilitation the Foreign 
Trade Institute (I.C.E.) will be obliged to cut down imports 
of finished goods to the barest minimum. The re-launching of 
their factories will mean not only a much smaller drain on ship- 
ping and on their foreign exchange resources, but also an 
essential step to meeting the present actue problem of un- 
employment. 





Commercial and Business 
Correspondence with Hungary 


The Board of Trade announce that by arrangement with the 
Postmaster-General, they have issued a General Licence (S. R. 
& O. 1945 No. 1198, price 1d.) authorising business communica- 
tions with Hungary. On and from October 2, 1945, British and 
Hungarian firms may exchange business information with a 
view to the future resumption of business relationships. The 
resumption of private trade is not yet permissible. Banks and 
other financial institutions may now reply to requests for infor- 
mation from their depositors in Hungary. Documents such as 
birth, death, marriage certificates and wills may be transmitted. 
The despatch of Powers of Attorney and proxies is subject to the 
normal procedure under the Defence (Finance) Regulations. 

Although firms may resume postal correspondence from to-day, 
it is pointed out that some time may elapse before direct postal 
facilities can be inaugurated, as final arrangements have yet to 
be completed with the Hungarian authorities. Meanwhile, 
telegraphic communication will be operated immediately. Any 
further information regarding business correspondence should be 
addressed to the Trading with the Enemy Department, 24 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 

Hungarian owned property in the United Kingdom will 
continue to be under the control of the Trading with the Enemy 
Department and the Custodians of Enemy Property. 

Applications and enquiries by persons in the United Kingdom 
about British property in Hungary should be addressed to the 
Trading with the Enemy Department, 24 Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2. 
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Switzerland’s Imports from ermany 
The First Secretary (Commercial) to the British Legation at ~ a panicles ore ] 
Berne has forwarded to the Department of Overseas’ Trade a Commodity | 1938 | 1939 | 1943 
report on German-Swiss trade before and during the war. 7 \Including | Greater Che 
The statistics below of Swiss imports from Germany, may be Austria | Germany ion 
of help to United Kingdom exporters as showing the lines in Se ee ee a ee ee “A 
which there is likely to be a market for their products as soon as | Thiousand fraincs Tee 
the supply and transport situation permits. eb Earthenware, porcelain ... | 7,307 7.52) 13.894 0 
To facilitate the conversion into sterling of these statistics the i = 1.174 1.469 2.641 L 
average rate of exchange of the Swiss franc in the period under “ee Eee porcelain sa 2.123 2.215 3.699 L 
review is given below :— Pottery ise AN ry 428 350 646 \ 
1938 ... _ ... £1 = 21-37 francs. i pee he “ 7,979 10,740 17,167 v 
1939 ... sis --. £1 = 19-76 francs. Glassware, coloured nies 1,005 1,024 1,418 Mis 
1943 ... oes -.. £1 = 17-35 francs. Glassware, plain... ins 1,871 2,395 3,012 #y 
at ee 1 ae a Re Pe Photo plates, films ... ies 1,345 2,295 3,557 hh 
| Glassware, cut , = 1,723 1,961 2,731 S; 
Commodity | 1938 1939 1943 Iron on ae woo | «ORT 70,737 96,737 P 
Including | Greater Tinplates.... oe _ 5,122 5,058 2,161 0 
Austria | Germany Tubes wus cas ae 3,210 6,460 6,414 T 
anaes aes es ds? cat 2 <a d Garden tools... eee eee 258 272 698 
Thiousand fra|ncs Precision tools es a 1,308 1,277 2,764 
Leather ; Rat 7,067 9,183 11,887 Tools — = wah 2,152 1,926 3,141 
Hides and didinn: te ined ah 1,639 1,137 854 Tinned goods ee oS 1,528 1,665 1,570 
Chrome calf ... ee nee 210 1,612 1,590 Forgings... ae ese 5,270 5,916 3,992 
Upper leather — ee 502 1,767 742 Ball bearings tes ab 418 605 933 
Various leathers... “es 784 917 3,202 Cutlery — _ em 1,289 1,295 1,192 
Leather finished goods poe 1,998 1,565 2,978 Arms... con Sek ben 269 ~-- - Chie 
Leather gloves = ae 414 484 979 Arms, parts ... _ ‘a 232 — - Otts 
Paper ... eee ae foe 16,210 16,896 14,391 Copper eek ee .-- | 4,960 4,894 3,185 port 
Writing a MS see 485 1,299 747 Tubes. * ee 956 1,012 56 the 
Gummed _... ree ee 417 468 968 Copper , goods, turne ‘d ee 355 417 645 as C 
Sensitised “oe ses 1,110 1,639 1,479 Copper goods, polished... 329 382 99 in t 
Printed “ ok os 1,402 1,343 898 Copper goods, nickel plated 1,169 1,083 | 333 the 
Phototype ... on sok 807 795 547 Copper goods, gilded wel 352 299 144 suc] 
Wallpaper... = Si 1,078 678 433 Precious metals ~~ ssh 11,120 9,582 16,219 aire 
Books ope “4 nas 6,029 4,841 4,209 Gold-plated goods ven 1,562 2,677 1,914 811 
Cotton ... pk = ree 12,795 12,720 1,568 Gilt goods... ay 7s 448 464 979 The 
Tissues, raw ... aa | £402 3,020 143 Silversmiths’ goods ne 735 640 445 tain 
Tissues, bleached ... —... 456 425 74 Jewellery ... .. «| 1,126 1,332 2,907 exp 
Tissues, dyed ie ies 620 740 38 Other metals ... ne . | 5,303 5,991 9,476 aes 
Tissues, printed... one 3,442 3,004 56 Printers’ letters... vee | 603 464 340 
Damask _ — or 1,099 964 32 Nickel, drawn ee coe | 758 796 301 
Velvet = — ey 246 564 132 Nickel goods... se wn 572 1,016 736 
Vax cloth ... a Pee 319 293 433 Aluminium goods ... ee | 554 640 234 ; 
Linoleum... ns ty 708 788 129 Machinery ss sé st | 36,624 41,607 38,441 — 
Flax, hemp, jute soe Boe 889 1,251 303 Spinnng machines ~ 728 587 1,324 Be 
Linen yarn ... a me 6 336 - Knitting machines ... as 537 1,061 1,757 W 
Jute tissues ... te me 182 26 110 Sewing machines... eee 981 1.391 861 Al 
Linen tissues oo ee 163 |. 164 — Printing presses... se 1,071 961 574 = 
Table cloths ... iek hs 160 256 36 Printing machines ... a 1,385 1,404 1,105 Fi 
Ee a, ... | 13,507 | 13,488 5,243 Agricultural machines __... 860 1,076 1,358 A 
Tissues with not more than Dynamo-electric ... sen 789 880 1,513 Ry 
25 per cent. silk or rayon 466 483 — Paper machines... sae 1,341 1,996 1,852 + 
Tissues with not more than Hydro-electric “on see 522 632 540 Ww 
25 per cent. pure silk... 826 819 2 Gas, petrol motors... ... 1,020 708 1,336 “- 
Tissues with not more than Machine-tools a ae: 9.756 11.874 8,966 P 
25 per cent. pure rayon ... | 3,190 2,377 547 Foodstuff machines... ee 973 1,455 1,493 > 
Tissues with not more than | Miscellaneous machines _ ... 8,931 9,648 8,561 Iron 
25 per cent. pure rayon ... | 2,053 2,275 473 Iron constructions ... ave 2,877 1,176 555 e 
Wool... ... se | 8,761 | 11,010 | 2,660 Films,developed ... ...| 463 367 455 F 
Yarns, combed oe ree 682 215 — Vehicles... pee nies -.- | 19,289 32,206 4,036 M 
Hand-knitting yarns 708 658 - Motor lorries.. Ce 22 32 19 - 
Tissues, heavy .| 2,042 2,244 772 Motor cycles.. ne 237 223 39 a: 
Tissues, light | 2,239 1,963 356 Motor cars under 800 kW.’ .:. | 2,932 1,481 255 St 
Plush : on ay 1,288 1,344 101 Motor cars, 800-—1,300 kg. ... | , 93,422 2,813 35 Che: 
Carpets a ie ce 931 1,095 340 Motor cars, 1,200-1,600 kg. 1,317 1,019 151 Ly 
Rubber . san Fe aoe | 3,562 3,688 5,306 Motor cars, over 1,600 kg.... | 2,029 1,951 1,294 5. 
Elastic braids ne a 953 1,454 1,666 Aeroplanes in .. | 7,814 | 22,935 1,372 Mls 
Rubber tubes a ee 946 584 750 Bicycles | 59 54 — | 
Miscellaneous goods 1,002 |- 975 1,369 Bicycle parts d ve | 364 310 11] a7 
Ready-made clothing 7,256 7,876 2,984 Instruments and appar: atus ... 14,317 13,499 | 21,020 
Gloves, cotton ea 556 324 894 -- Surgical y A ny 1,951 1,670 2,174 
Gloves, silk ... + ss 33 283 140 Photographic ah oh 955 859 899 
Gloves, wool... ie eet 284 350 94 Microscopes ... sea ies 664 671 638 
Woven hosiery, woollen... 738 713 21 Gas meters, etc. — ‘es 773 820 678 
Men’s clothing, woollen... 658 704 246 Electric meters = ns 846 672 1,014 Cro 
Women’s clothing, silk... 426 358 125 Telephone and te legraph oan 557 724 1,328 Int 
Women’s clothing, woollen 1,176 996 208 Radio - ‘ 4 2,033 1,738 4,916 cro 
Cotton garments... oe 347 244 110 Gramophones si sa 519 391 497 h 
Minerals =e ee ef 74,563 76,247 | 170,972 Electrical ee 1,059 1,063 1,367 are 
China clay ... oe me 1.467 2,744 10,724 Pharmaceuticals, perfumes | 8,560 11,612 8,434 | 
Electrodes... of as 1,838 2,244 4,602 Vegetable juices... pop 438 1,019 237 Cro 
Emery goods oe ee 328 338 849 Vegetable alcaloids... + 595 1,385 152 ( 
Asbestos tissues... ay 891 990 1,649 Vaccines... wae —~ 581 1,199 193 but 
Coal ... = ae mass 25,738 27,724 90,365 Pharmaceuticals... nen 1,384 1,489 1,237 un 
Coke ... er 5% 25,138 23.462 31,882 Pharmaceutical powders ... 4,412 5,170 4,529 I 
Coal briquettes oe oo 6,625 2,037 3,522 Perfumes... aoe van 656 741 580 dis' 
Lignite briquettes ... ee 9,063 | 12,069 | 20,478 Mu 
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1939 1943 
Commodity 1938 /|Including| Greater 
Austria | Germany 
Thojusand frajncs 
Chemicals “ee de aie 23,202 32,467 38,039 
Dyestuffs ies wie ene 10,636 15,505 10,004 
Aniline ae 2 tue 6,960 10,954 4,846 
Technical oils and fate aa 3,625 4,215 5,980 
Olive ... ee ee aed 685 329 — 

Lubricating . sce be 1,080 902 3,034 
Lubricating fats ie com 471 758 849 
Washing products ... re 781 1,312 1,278 
Waxes rer sah a 211 216 182 
Miscellaneous swe 10,054 11,381 12,123 
Hardware and haberdasher ary 3,244 3,940 4,393 
Incandescent lamps 552 841 866 
Saddlery... cin és 579 705 627 
Pencils aos — ste 365 571 851 
Office requisites wee mee 786 1,034 1,278 
TOYS << ate = ewe 3,371 2,680 2,035 














CANADA 


Chiet Exports January-June : The Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
Ottawa, has issued a summary which shows that domestic ex- 
ports (excluding gold) during June and the first six months of 
the current year were valued at $322,846,000 and $1,718,398,000 
as compared with $343,158,000 and $1,746,268,000 respectively 
in the corresponding periods of 1944. It should be stated that 
the June totals include exports of items mainly for war purposes 
such as tanks, military vehicles, shells, guns, metals, explosives, 
aircraft, Red Cross supplies and Canadian army stores valued at 
$117,996,000, in June 1945, and $167,155,000 in June 1944. 
Che percentage of war materials in other items cannot be ascer- 
tained. The following table shows the value of the principal 
exports during the periods under review :— 











June January-June 
Commodity | —— 
1945 1944 1945 1944 
$000 " $? 000 rr 000 $’000 
Agricultural products 99,833 67,192 | 338,049 370,859 
Vegetables ... ”" 1.134 1,132 | 12,007 5,937 
Barley 5,338 2°677 | 15,978 | 13,215 
Wheat be 61,347 32,685 | 151,083 | 195,692 
Wheat flour . 11,593 8,757 51,031 48,659 
Alcoholic beve rages das 2,732 1,568 15,119 9,423 
Animal products «+ | 29,182 37,868 | 193,457 | 194,862 
Cattle (except for stoc k).. 858 620 3,259 2,687 
Fishery products ... ove 7,270 5,474 33,777 27,671 
Furs (chiefly raw) ... os ana 2,426 2,005 15,351 16,912 
Meats as ie oe ... | 18,009 | 23,564 | 92,711 | 117,300 
Eggs name vee sos 2,164 2,449 25,182 9,457 
Fibres and te xtiles ave eae ets 6,027 5,472 35,374 24,613 
Cotton and products 858 713 6,016 3,294 
Wool and products 1,658 2,655 10,418 10,724 
Wood and paper ‘s 41,193 38,829 221,531 200,201 
Planks and boards 8,397 7,078 42,135 35,127 
Pulpwood ... see aa ‘ae 2,275 1,517 8,632 7,941 
Wood pulp 8,875 9,045 | 51,712 | 48,086 
Paper, newsprint 14,765 14,391 81,561 76,013 
Iron and products 68,614 86,271 | 374,414 | 421,229 
Pig, ingots, etc. ... = ote 1,811 1,025 10,443 7,389 
tolling mill products was ie 878 1,263 5,965 4,569 
Farm implements ... 2,327 1,137 10,083 7,022 
Machinery, other than farm 1,868 1,914 11,662 11,060 
Motor vehicles and parts - | 49,414 38,088 | 241,775 | 233,98% 
Non-ferrous metals (exc erate, gold) 26,325 35,699 | 198,267 | 170,311 
Non-metallic minerals = 6,973 6,056 29,283 28,108 
Petroleum ... . 2,545 1,457 4,604 2,495 
Stone * 1,440 1,426 7,564 9,301 
Coal 478 536 2,681 2,917 
Chemicals 9,881 11,530 67,503 51,427 
Fertilisers 2,068 2,090 14,782 13,331 
Acids 422 218 1,819 1,083 
Soda compounds 483 152 3,149 1,838 
Miscellaneous.. 34,818 54,241 260,520 | 284,657 
Electrical energy 68% 73 3,410 8, 

















BRITISH INDIA 


Crop Conditions and Outlook : The Department of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics, Calcutta, reports as follows on the 
crops in India for the weeks ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, September 8. Rainfalls have been moderate. 
are unchanged. 

Bihar, September 17. 
Crops are fair. 

Orissa, September 17. Rainfalls have been light to moderate 
but more are needed for paddy crops. Standing crops are 
unchanged. 

Punjab, September 17. There have been rainfalls in most 
districts except Gujranwala, Gujrat, Shahrur, Jhelum, Mianwali, 
Muzaffargarh, and Dera Ghazi Khan. Standing crops, including 


Crops 


There have been rainfalls everywhere. 
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sugarcane and cotton, are average to good. Cotton of the 
American variety has been affected in Partela. 

United Provinces, September 8. There have been rainfalls in 
all provinces. Standing crops are satisfactory. 

Bengal, September 12. The weather has been seasonable. 
Standing crops are favourable except in a few districts. 

Central Provinces and Berar, September 14. Rainfalls have 
been moderate. Standing kharif crops are well. 

Bombay, September 21. -Rainfalls have been satisfactory but 
more are needed. Standing crops are well. 

Assam, September 24. The weather has been seasonable 
crops are fair. 


and 


* 


Indian Jute Crop (Final Estimate): ‘The 
1944-45 Indian jute crop, issued by the Department of Com- 
mercial Intelligence and Statistics, places acreage at 2,408,940, 
compared with the revised figure for last year of 2,103,955, and 
production at 7,165,535 bales, compared with lest year’s revised 
total of 6,203,205 bales. 


final estimate of the 


* 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


Imports and Exports, January-June: The Department of 
Statistics, Salisbury, has recently published statistics concerning 
the value of the chief import and export classes during the first 
six months of 1945 and 1944 as under :— 

















Imports Exports 
Class January -June January- June 
1944 1945 “1944 1945 
Animals, agricultural and ved £ £ £ ¢ 
tural products ' 59,077 56,608 91,506 82,779 
Foodstuffs al 504,086 531,597 371,012 529,901 
Ales, spirits, wines, etc. , potable 126,371 105,150 40,992 43,806 
Spirits 8,etc., non- potable 10,772 13,107 76 114 
Tobacco — 14,235 13,037 | 1,519,715 | 1,580,732 
Fibres, yarns, textile, ete 1,332,149 | 1,664,779 104,308 121,850 
Metals and manufactures of 1,695,197 | 1,390,526 | 3,071,786 | 3,153,243 
Minerals, earthenware, sasiert 
ware, etc. 113,887 131,630 | 1,182,615 | 1,108,188 
Olls, waxes, resins, paints, etc. 325,134 278,469 69,919 
Drugs, chemicals, ete. oe 348,494 380,314 19,521 
Leather, rubber and articles of 233,171 262,844 14,998 85 
Wood-cane and articles of 211,713 165,152 126,643 136. 022 
Books, paper and stationery 139,591 161,900 22,494 23,636 
Jewellery, timepieces, fancy 
goods and musical instruments 62,217 1,003 2,921 
Miscellaneous 240,896 6, 164 5,999 
Total merchandise.. 5,416,990 | 5,497,393 6 042,752 6,992,973 
Specie ae 384,395 30,776 ~ 
5,801,385 6 6,992,973 




















The trade of Southern Rhodesia during 
review was chiefly distributed as under 






















































Country of origin Total imports Exports of S. Re-exports 
of imports) Rhode sia produc e 
and destination - -—— —_—— — — 
(of exports) January-June January- Jur ie §=6| «= January-June 
1944 1945 1944 if 1945 | 1944 1945 
£ £ £ £ £ 
United on 1,859,555 |2,012,107 |3,758,939 |3,950,937 353 6,849 
Canada ¥ ° 2' 25 225,411 53,446 116,014 6,339 464 
Australia... 386 21,247 121,020 236,364 - - 
India 267,838 | 244,028 130,918 120,824 14,300 | 14,660 
Nigeria 515 17 12,374 8,804 - — 
Mauritius ~ —_ 14,625 25,041 2,258 - 
Nyasaland 19,604 21,780 23,415 16,869 | 26,674 
N. Rhodesia 53,074 ‘ 736, 063 692,750 | 394,501 | 556,266 
Bechuanaland ... 3,621 15,259 2 123,389 | 45,393 | 104 825 
U. of 8. Africa 1 (442.45 36 |1,530,219 505,268 | 54,196 | 82870 
Other British 67,071 73,053 44,086 21, 9988 | 7,112 
Total British ... |3 974,225 4,205,148 |5,786,689 |5 556, 141 800,720 
Belgian Congo 59,939 68, 754 | 148,662 | 160, 315 4,499 2,342 
Portugal ... eee 10,620 21, 1336 15,822 10,433 _ 
Portuguese East 
Africa ... 171,113 | 271,575 79,139 | 109,694 | 83,265 | 48,958 
Switzerland 26,078 1 7,643 ae 11,108 . - 
Tran 81,023 99,135 -- _ -—~ 
Egypt ... 2,653 5,405 25,825 | 103,450 1,267 | 10,843 
Argentina 86,012 3,247 55,075 71,992 - | 1,173 
Brazil ' 60,007 6,943 8,033 2,615 —- | — 
United States 919,386 | 845,054 | 504,658 | 537,097 - 9,688 
Other foreign 25,934 13,283 18,849 141,377 392 | 4,915 
Total foreign ... 1,442,765 |1,292,345 | 856,063 1, 148,081 | 89,423 g 77, 916 
All countries 5,416,990 |5,497,493 |6,642,752 6,002,073 | 645, 564 | 878,636 











leewed by the Nasional Sevings Oommitins, Londe~. 


the periods under 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff 
Changes 


BRITISH HONDURAS 


Customs Tariff Modification : The Board of Trade have received 
a copy of the Defence (Amendment No. 2) Regulations, 1945, 
dated July 19, 1945, which provides for the following modifica- 
tion in the British Honduras Customs Tariff :— 

Item No. 59. Hosiery (a) Cotton. 

British Preferential Tariff, 124 per cent. ad val. 

General Tariff, 25 per cent. ad val. (formerly 124 per cent. ad 
val. plus 13 cts. per pair). 


* 
BRITISH INDIA 
Exemption from Import Duty: The Board of Trade have 
received a copy of Notification No. 17 Customs, dated August 25, 


1945, issued by the Government of India in the Finance Depart- 
ment (Central Revenues), which provides that barks for tanning 
shall be exempt from Customs duty. 


* 


CANADA 


Wartime Alcoholic Beverages Order, 1942 : H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded copies of Memoranda 
WH No. 83 (Second Revision), Supplement No. 3 and WM 
No. 83 (Third Revision) issued by the Department of National 
Revenue which revoke the remaining sections of Part I of the 
Wartime Alcoholic Beverages Order, 1942 (see the Board of 
Trade Journals of January 30, 1943 (page 44), October 16, 1943 
(page 391) and April 22, 1944 (page 154) ). 

The Sections imposing a quantitative restriction on the importa- 
tion into Canada of spirits and wines and the reduction in the 
alcoholic content of all distilled spirits to not greater than 
30 per cent. under proof are included in the revocation. 

Note. H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa reports that, 
although the Federal Government of Canada no longer impose 
any restriction on the alcoholic content of distilled spirits, the 
Conference of Liquor Commissioners of the Provincial Govern- 
ments has decided that the various Commissions will continue 
to require all liquor scold to be of a strength not greater than 
30 per cent. under proof, at least until the end of the present 
year. 


* 


CEYLON 


Import Restrictions: The ‘Ceylon Government Gazette”’ of 
July 27 contains a copy of an order which provides for the addi- 
tion of the following item to the Schedule to Open General 
Licence No. 4 (British Empire, except Canada and Newfoundland) 
(see Board of Trade Journal, November 22, 1941, pages 321-325 
and subsequent notices). 

3a. Nickel plate. 


* 


The Ceylon Government Gazette of August 3, 1945, contains 
copies of orders which provide for the following amendments 
to the list of goods the importation of which is restricted or 
prohibited (see the Board of Trade Journal, November 22, 1941, 
pages 321-325) and subsequent notices. 


GooDSs THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH FROM ALL SOURCES IS 
PROHIBITED 


The following items are omitted :— 

22. Precious and semi-precious stones (cut and uncut) and 
pearls (natural and culture) unset. 

27a. Iron and steel baths. 

27c. Iron and steel windows, bedsteads, mattresses and 
furniture. 

45. Perfumed spirits (other than bayrum, eau-de-cologne, 
lavender water and hair lotions). 


GooDs THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH WHEN GROWN, PRODUCED 
OR MANUFACTURED IN CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, OR ANY 
TERRITORY OR PLACE NOT FORMING PART OF THE BritisH EMPIRE 


IS PROHIBITED, AND GOODS THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH WHEN 
GROWN, PRODUCED OR MANUFACTURED IN ANY TERRITORY 
(OTHER THAN CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND) FORMING PART 
OF THE British EMPIRE IS PROHIBITED, EXCEPT UNDER LICENCE, 


The following new items are inserted :— 

91a. Precious and semi-precious stones (cut and uncut) and 
pearls (natural and culture) unset. 

1344. Iron and steel baths. 

1348. Iron and steel windows, bedsteads, mattresses and 
furniture. 

2074. Perfumed spirits (other than bayrum, eau-de-cologne, 
lavender water and hair lotions . 

The following item is omitted :— 

205. Oil and floor cloth. 


GooDs THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH IS PROHIBITED FROM ALL 
SOURCES, EXCEPT UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF A LICENCE GRANTED 
BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE CONTROLLER OF IMPORTS. 


The following items are inserted :— 

1544. Oil and floor cloth. 

1574. Liquid ink. 

Item 157 has been amended as read :— 

157. Stationery other than paper and liquid ink. 

The following items are added to Open General Licence No. 4 
(British Empire, except Canada and Newfoundland). 

1a. Precious stones and semi-precious stones (cut and uncut) 
and pearls (natural and culture) unset. 

6a. Cutlery. 

19a. Imitation jewellery and haberdashery not included in 
Class III, Group N (apparel) of the classification in the Ceylon 
Customs Tariff. 

198. Stationery other than paper and liquid ink. 

21a. Perfumed spirits (other than bayrum, eau-de-cologne, 
lavender water and hair lotions). 


* 
JAMAICA 


Increased Customs Duties : The Jamaica Gazette Supplement of 
August 2, 1945, contains a copy of the Import Duties (Higher 
Rates) (Motor Spirits) Order, 1945, which provides for an increase 
of Customs Duty on the following goods :— 

Motor spirit, including benzine, benzoline, gasolene, naphtha 
and petrol spirits generally. 

Preferential and General Tariffs. 

1s. 2d. per gallon (formerly 1s. 1d. per gallon). 


* 


TURKEY 


Exports from Turkey : With reference to the previous notice 
under the above heading in the Board of Trade Journal of 
July 7 (page 311), H.M. Commercial Counsellor in Ankara reports 
that by a decree No. 3/2944 dated August 9, the following 
Turkish exports, falling under Tariff Nos. 33, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 
41 and 42, are to be exempted from export taxes :— 
Tariff No. 

33. Fish oils. 

(a) used in medicine. 

(6) used in industry. 

36. Fish. 

(a) fresh, live or not. 

(b) smoked, dried, salted or in brine : 

(1) salmon, sword fish, sturgeon, nerve of sturgeon and 
sterlet. 
(2) other fish. 

(c) fish preserved, in paste or otherwise prepared. 

37. Lobsters, crabs, spiny lobsters, shrimps, cuttle-fish, 
octopus (live or not). 

38. Oysters, mussels and other shellfish (with or without the 
shell). 

39. Sea turtles and land tortoises, frogs, snails (live or not). 

40. Animals designated under Nos. 37, 38 and 39 in brine, 
preserved, in paste form or otherwise. 

41. Botargo, with or without wax. 

42. Caviar: 

(a) Black. 

(b) Red, “ dil,” “ taraman,” Japanese caviar. 

Prospective importers from Turkey should note, however, that 
this does not mean that private imports of these goods can be 
resumed where not at present permitted. 





0c 


clas 
hav 


in ¢ 
in | 
30 

pu! 


cin 
use 
at | 
193 
abl 

3 
inc] 
cla 
con 
the 
mal 
In¢ 
wot 
350 

4 
car 
befc 
or 1 
und 
to t 

I 
not 
und 
mel 
and 

5 
tho 
an | 
ove 
hok 
a@ sé 
Visi 
193% 

6 
tha 
as I 
cent 
moc 

zi 
und 
mat 


Imp 
noti 
indi 
imp 
M 
Gen 
A 
and 
catt! 
gum 
fish 
goat 
hem 
(ine] 
kape 
batt 
prod 
pyre 
cord 
skin: 


deci 


imp 
or oe 


pliai 





a. ae 


— VS eS 





October 6, 1945 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Tariff Classifications : The following decisions regarding the 
classification of certain goods imported into the United States 
have been published in the weekly Treasury Decisions :— 

1. Portable lamps in chief value of copper (including copper 
in alloy), equipped for electrical use, and of a type chiefly used 
in households, are dutiable as household utensils at the rate of 
30 per centum ad valorem under paragraph 339, as modified 
pursuant to the Iranian Trade Agreement. 

2. Hyoscyamus extract used chiefly as an ingredient of medi- 
cinal preparations containing other drugs, although occasionally 
used alone or with a carrier or diluent as a medicine is dutiable 
at 10 per centum ad valorem under paragraph 34, Tariff Act of 
1930, as an inedible, natural, and uncompounded drug of veget- 
able origin advanced in condition. 

3. Dessert powders consisting of mixtures of ingredients, 
including sugar, dutiable pursuant to the mixed-materials 
clause of paragraph 1559, Tariff Act of 1930, according to the 
component of chief value, if such component is enumerated in 
the dutiable list of the Tariff Act, rather than as non-enumerated 
manufactured articles under paragraph 1558 of the Tariff Act. 
In addition the product, if in chief value of manufactured sugar, 
would be subject to the import tax prescribed by I.R.C. Section 
3500 (3). 

4, Istle waste, consisting of cut pieces and other fibres dis- 
carded in the preparation of istle fibres for use in brushes, dyed 
before being discarded in the preparation mentioned, whether 
or not in rope form, is dutiable at 10 per centum ad valorem 
under paragraph 1558, Tariff Act of 1930, as modified pursuant 
to the Mexican Trade agreement. 

Istle fibre in rope form and in its natural colour, whether or 
not so-called “* waste,” is dutiable at 10 per centum ad valorem 
under paragraph 1558, as modified pursuant to the afore- 
mentioned agreement, as istle fibre, dressed or manufactured, 
and is not free under paragraph 1684. 

5. Watch bracelets and watch cases are separately dutiable even 
though permanently attached together, provided each has had 
an identity separate from the other. A metal bracelet valued 
over 20 cents per dozen pieces and constructed with a place for 
holding a watch movement but having no part which ever had 


a separate existence as a watch case is dutiable under the pro-" 


vision of watch bracelets in paragraph 1527 (c), Tariff Act of 
1930, as modified. 

6. Parts of pigskin or imitation pigskin saddles valued at more 
than $40, which parts are in chief value of leather, are dutiable 
as manufactures of leather, not specially provided for, at 25 per 
centum ad valorem under paragraph 1531, Tariff Act of 1930, as 
modified pursuant to the British Trade Agreement. 

7. Urunday extract is dutiable at 20 per centum ad valorem 
under paragraph 1558, Tariff Act of 1930, as a non-enumerated 
manufactured article. ; 


* 


Import Control : The Board of Trade have received a number of 
notices issued to the press by the War Production Board which 
indicate that several items have recently been removed from 
import control. 

Materials that now remain subject to import control under 
General Imports Order M.63 are as follows :— 

Alpargatas; bones; bovine (buffalo, calf, cattle, kip) hides 
and skins ; bovine (buffalo, calf, cattle, kip, etc.) leather ; bristles ; 
cattle tail hair, chrome ore ; coir yarn and coir products ; Congo 
gum copal; corundum; cotton linters; industrial diamonds ; 
fish liver oil and shark liver oil; gluestock and hide cuttings ; 
goat and kidskins; goat and kidskin leather; hair curled ; 
hemp (cannabis sativa type); horse mane and tail hair; jute 
(including meshta, punga and urena lobata) fibre and products ; 
kapok ; lead manufactures (collapsible tubes ; foil and storage 
batteries); manganese ore; manila fibre, tow, cordage and 
products; mica; molasses (inedible); newsprint paper ; 
pyrethrum ; rotenone ; sisal, henequen and other ogave fibres, 
cordage and products; arid vegetable-tanned goat and sheep- 
skins (including India tanned skins). 


* 


Marking of Articles from Syria or Lebanon: The following 
decision has been published in the weekly Treasury Decisions :— 
_ Articles manufactured or produced in Syria or Lebanon, when 
imported into the United States shall be marked to show “ Syria” 
or “ Lebanon,” respectively, as the country of origin, in com- 
pliance with Section 304, Tariff Act, 1930 as amended, and 
Section 11. 8 (a) and (b), Customs Regulations of 1943. 
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Statutory Notice 
PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 TO 1942. 
Proceedings under Section 24 ot the Acts”: “ Licences of Rusht.” 


The following patents were indorsed “ Licences of Right” on 
September 27, 1945 :— 





No. 
of Grantee 
Patent 


Subject matter 





494860 | Cormack, W. B. Apparatus for extracting fir- 
mented beverages from casks 
and other vessels. 

Launching means for aircraft. 

Control gear for pass-out elastic 
fluid turbines. 

Means for mounting a rotary 
magnet on its spindle. 


509161 
532982 

English Electric Co. 
552337 Ltd. 


Shead, B. B. ... 











Any person alleging that indorsement of any of the above- 
mentioned patents has been made contrary to some contract in 
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